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Transit Priority Efforts
Background: Investing in transit priority throughout the Bay Area roadway network is one of many 
strategies adopted by MTC to improve the transit customer experience and encourage more people to 
use transit. 
Purpose: Better serving existing riders and encouraging new riders works towards the overarching climate 
and equity goals of Plan Bay Area 2050 (PBA 2050) and the Transit Transformation Action Plan (TAP). 
Results for Riders: Current efforts underway emphasizing near-term implementation to make transit 
faster and more reliable include:

Forward Commute 
Initiatives

 

(including HOV policy)

Innovative Deployments 
to Enhance Arterials: 
Transit Signal Priority 

(IDEA TSP)

Bus Accelerated 
Infrastructure Delivery

(BusAID)

Regional Transit Priority 
Policy

2



Recovery of Traffic vs. Transit
Monthly volumes compared to analogous months in 2019 

Bay Bridge Vehicular Traffic 92%

BART (Transbay Only) 38%

AC Transit (Transbay Only) 19%
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Current AM Commute to SF

Approaches to the 
Bay Bridge are 
more congested 
than the bridge

Typical 
Wednesday 

at 8 AM

Bay Bridge
Speed: 27 mph
Delay:  5 minutes

I-80
Speed: 22 mph
Delay: 31 minutes

I-580
Speed: 19 mph
Delay:  9 minutes

I-880
Speed: 23 mph
Delay:  5 minutes
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Ongoing BBF Projects
No. Project Current Phase

1 West Grand Bus/HOV Lane Extension Final design

2 I-580 Westbound HOV Lane Extension Environmental

3 I-80 Powell Interchange Transit 
Improvements Final design

4 I-80 Westbound Bus/HOV Lane Project Preliminary 
Engineering

5 Smart Transbay Transit Planning
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West Grand Bus/HOV Lane Extension

Bus/HOV lane 
extension

New multi-use path 
between Maritime St 
and Mandela Pkwy

6



I-580 Westbound HOV Lane Extension

Existing 
HOV Lane

Convert General 
Purpose Lane
 to HOV Lane
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Powell Street & I-80 Westbound 
Bus/HOV Lane Project Improvements 

New right-side 
Bus/HOV Lane on 
I-80 Westbound

New Bus Lane & 
Bus-only Left-Turn signal 

on westbound Powell

New bus 
stops

8



Recommended Projects from 
I-80 Design Alternatives 
Assessment

• I-80 HOV Lane Hours of Operation

• I-80 HOV Lane Access Restrictions

• I-80 Localized Transit Priority/HOV Strategies

• I-80 Bus-on-Shoulder Feasibility Study
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I-80 HOV Hours of Operations & 
HOV Lane Access Restrictions Projects
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I-80 Localized Transit Priority/ 
HOV Strategies Project

Example Treatments:
• Ramp/Transit Access Improvements
• Transit Signal Priority
• Bus Stop Improvements
• HOV Bypass Lanes
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