August 30, 2021

Associated Bay Area Governments
RHNA @bayareametro.gov

RE: Comment on RHNA allocation appeals filed by the cities of Belvedere,
Larkspur, Mill Valley, Sausalito, Corte Madera, Fairfax, Ross, San Anselmo,
Tiburon, and Windsor, and the counties of Marin and Sonoma

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to you concerning the RHNA allocation appeals that have been filed from
jurisdictions in Marin and Sonoma counties: the cities of Belvedere, Larkspur, Mill Valley,
Sausalito, Corte Madera, Fairfax, Ross, San Anselmo, Tiburon, and Windsor, and the counties of
Marin and Sonoma.

I urge you to deny the appeals. | am a resident of Mill Valley. The cycle of exclusion and
funding neighborhood schools and attracting more wealth continues. I started a Community
Land Trust and support Golden Gate Village in Marin City. When the city of Mill Valley
proposes a project, I am there alongside our Chamber of Commerce and other citizens who are
fighting for diversity and equity.

Many of the jurisdictions listed above have increased tenant protections and housing
affordability for the people who live and work in the jurisdiction — such as through recent
ordinances, including just cause for eviction protections for renters, Covid-19 related eviction
moratoriums, and source of income protections for people with rental subsidies. These are all
positive actions.

However, I am concerned that the appeal of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation
(RHNA) allocations sends a negative signal by promoting exclusion and reinforcing the
segregation of low- income, disabled, and BIPOC communities.

I understand that the Executive Board of the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG)
adopted the RHNA equity adjustment to ensure that all jurisdictions exhibiting above-average
levels of racial and economic exclusion take on their fair share of low- and very-low-income
RHNA units.

I support the equity adjustment because previous RHNAs have failed to allocate enough
affordable housing to white, affluent jurisdictions that have a history of opposing
affordable housing development in the Bay Area. The new RHNA methodology, which
includes the equity adjustment, provides a meaningful opportunity for these cities and
counties to address the inequitable allocations of the recent past. Keeping the adjusted
allocations will allow jurisdictions to meet state legal requirements to affirmatively further
fair housing in their communities.




The equity adjustment is critical to address racial segregation in the Bay Area, including in
Marin and Sonoma counties. Since the Fair Housing Act of 1968 barred exclusion on the basis of
race, wealthier and largely white municipalities throughout California, including in these two
counties, passed exclusionary land use and zoning regulations such as large-lot zoning,
prohibitions on multi-family housing, parking requirements, and more to limit the development
of affordable housing and exclude low-income people of color.

Today, exclusionary zoning and community opposition in neighborhoods with well-funded
schools and public amenities are major barriers to developing affordable housing. It’s because of
this that Marin and Sonoma counties are dramatically more segregated today than four decades
ago. We need the RHNA allocations to address the impacts of our historical inequitable
land use policies.

I understand the concerns expressed about fire safety, drought, and lack of developable land.
Despite these concerns, large expensive condominiums and houses are squeezed into what land
is left. Zoning remains exclusionary and only amplifies the need or diversity within Mill Valley.

When we exclude affordable homes, communities who need that affordability, particularly
people of color and those with disabilities who work in the community, are forced to live
elsewhere, far from their work or in overcrowded homes. Many lower-income communities of
color are now facing displacement yet again as suburban expenses quickly outstrip their
incomes. The equity adjustment helps increase affordability, ensuring that everyone can live in
neighborhoods of their choice based on individual and family needs rather than based on historic
patterns of segregation.

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the disparities and inequities in our region, exposing a
housing system that is failing low-income people and BIPOC communities. We must all work
together to ensure everyone has a choice to stay and thrive in their communities or move closer
to their jobs and other needs.

I urge you to require that these jurisdictions meet their assigned regional housing needs, expand
opportunities in high-resource communities, for hard working BIPOC that make our lifestyles
possible, and deny their appeals.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, _
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Rebekah Helzel

Advocate for Affordable Housing
I Show up for Racial Justice
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September 30, 2021
To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing to you about the RHNA allocation appeals that have been filed from jurisdictions
in Marin and Sonoma Counties: the cities of Belvedere, Larkspur, Mill Valley, Sausalito,
Corte Madera, Fairfax, Ross, San Anselmo, Tiburon, and Windsor.

I strongly urge you to deny the appeals. I grew up in Fairfax, went to high school and currently
live in San Anselmo, and I teach in Kentfield. As a child my single mother rented in Fairfax
and I currently rent in San Anselmo and I can say from my lived experience that that lack of
affordable rental units have made Marin County (specifically) one of the most exclusionary
and racially segregated counties in California. I see the lack of diversity in my classroom, in
my neighborhood, and in the community writ-large. Furthermore, many of the teachers that I
work with, including myself, can barely afford to live in the county and have been forced to
look for housing elsewhere. For several years I commuted over an hour each way to get to
work in Kentfield before finding an apartment that I could afford closer to work. Many who
work in the county have not been so fortunate. Just try to cross the Richmond Bridge at 7:30
am any weekday and you can see the result of the exclusionary housing policies that Marin
and Sonoma counties practice.

The housing system in Marin and Sonoma counties have been allowed to hide behind the veil
of "environmental protection" or "preserving the character of the community" for much too
long. It is time to hold local governments accountable for taking on their fair share of
relieving the housing crisis that has gripped the Bay Area for the past several years.

[ urge you to require that these jurisdictions meet their assigned regional housing needs,
expand opportunities in high-resource communities, and deny their appeals.

Thank you,

Stephanie Blazek
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