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General Plan 
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County of Santa 
Clara’s General Plan

• Urban Unincorporated Area Issues & 
Policies. Strategy #1: Promote Eventual 
Annexation.

• Urban Unincorporated Area Issues & 
Policies. Strategy #2: Ensure Conformity of 
Development with Cities’ General Plans.

• Urban Unincorporated Area Issues & 
Policies. Strategy #3: Provide Services as 
Efficiently and Equitably as Possible.
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Results of County’s 
Policies since 1995

• All Unincorporated Urban Service Areas are planned 
for and serviced by Cities;

• Over 380 parcels in unincorporated county identified 
as Housing Element sites by individual cities in the last 
two RHNA Cycles;

• More than 10,000 new housing units have been built 
and annexed by cities since 1995 including several 
Affordable Housing Projects.

• Held the line on Urban Sprawl
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COMMUNICATIONS HILL PROJECT
DEVELOPED AND ANNEXED 

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/projects-of-high-interest/approved-under-construction/communications-hill


Choices to meet 
RHNA Allocation

• Option 1: Initiate updates to existing policies for County 
to take credit for housing production in unincorporated 
Urban Service Areas & undo longstanding policies 
encouraging annexation by the adjacent cities

• Option 2: Amend long established and successful 
policies in preventing urban sprawl and promoting 
resource conservation to build housing in rural parts of 
the county.
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County’s Commitment 
to Building Affordable 
Housing

• Office of Supportive Housing (OSH) utilized 
Measure A funds to build over 3600 new 
apartments in 7 Cities

• Adopted Inclusionary Housing Ordinance that 
requires affordable units be built within small 
subdivision projects

• Housing Suitability Priority Tool under development 
to assist OSH in prioritizing County-owned land for 
housing development
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING SUITABILITY TOOL TO PRIORITIZE 
HOUSING PROJECTS ON COUNTY-OWNED LANDS



Thank You
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