
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Policy Advisory Council 

July 14, 2021 Agenda Item 9 
Staff Liaison Report – July 2021 

Subject:  Relevant MTC policy decisions and other activities. 

Recommendation: Information 

Attachments:  Attachment A: Staff Liaison Report – July 2021 



TO: Policy Advisory Council DATE: July 14, 2021 

FR: Marti Paschal, Staff Liaison W.I. 1114 

RE: Staff Liaison Report – July 2021 

Recruitment for the Policy Advisory Council 2022-2025 Term 
MTC Resolution No. 3931, which created the MTC Policy Advisory Council, calls for recruitment and 
appointment of a new Council every four years. Recruitment for the next four-year term of the Policy 
Advisory Council will begin on June 14 and continue for six weeks, ending August 1, 2021. Current 
advisors are eligible for reappointment but must reapply for the new term. The next term of the Policy 
Advisory Council will begin January 2022. 

Transportation, Housing News Right to Your Inbox 
MTC offers a convenient Daily News Headlines (https://mtc.ca.gov/whats-happening/news/news-
headlines) subscription, delivering a curated list of stories about transportation, housing, development, 
the environment and more directly to your email inbox. The headlines are sent each weekday, arriving 
just in time to enjoy with your morning coffee. 

The Bay Link blog (https://blog.bayareametro.gov/) offers a more in-depth look at these topics, often in 
the context of the work that the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) and MTC are doing, 
along with other stories of interest to Bay Area residents and professionals. The Bay Link Blog E-
Newsletter, with the top Bay Link features of the week, is distributed every Tuesday. 

Sign up for each of these newsletters 
(https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAMTC/subscriber/new) , along with others from the MTC-
ABAG family, including the Plan Bay Area 2050 E-Newsletter and updates about MTC Express Lanes. 

Have a Question? Ask a Librarian 
If you need assistance locating information or are having difficulty navigating the MTC-ABAG 
websites, please feel free to contact the MTC-ABAG head librarian, Julie Tunnell. Reference assistance 
is available by telephone (415-778-5236), or email library@bayareametro.gov Information can also be 
found on the MTC-ABAG library webpage: https://mtc.ca.gov/tools-resources/mtc-abag-library-
information-asking 

For MTC and Plan Bay Area glossaries: 
https://mtc.ca.gov/tools-resources/mtc-abag-library/glossary-transportation-planning-acronyms-and-
terms 
https://www.planbayarea.org/about/glossary 
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Executive Director’s Report  
The following items are excerpts from the June 2021 Executive Director’s Report to the Commission. 
To read the report in its entirety go to: http://www.mtc.ca.gov/whats-happening/news/executive-
directors-report. 
 

Key Updates 
  
COVID-Related Activities 
A reminder that all Covid-19 related reporting items can be found on our MTC webpage. We 
provide monthly updates on all related activities, and statistics that are affecting the region. The 
website address is below: 
https://www.mtc.ca.gov/covid 
 
Policy Advisory Council Recruitment 
The application period for Policy Advisory Council positions opened on Monday, June 14 and 
will close at 11:59 p.m., Sunday, August 1, 2021. We are seeking representation from our 
region’s “Equity Priority Communities” – places where people with low incomes, communities 
of color, people with disabilities, seniors, and transit-dependent people live. We could use your 
help in getting the word out to potential candidates, especially in those counties where we 
typically have a dearth of applicants, such as the northern counties, Santa Clara County and 
Contra Costa County. A special MetroTalks Webinar on serving on the Policy Advisory Council 
will be held on Friday, July 16 at 3 p.m. Registration is here. Potential applicants can learn more 
about the Policy Advisory Council here and apply via this portal: mtc.one/PACouncilApplication 
 
Legislation Update 
On June 4, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee unveiled the Investing in a 
New Vision for the Environment and Surface Transportation in America (INVEST) Act. This 
legislation would provide $547 billion in fiscal years (FY) 2022 to 2026 for highway, transit, rail 
and surface transportation safety investments, a 79 percent increase over funding levels from the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, the 2015 transportation bill that guides 
current federal transportation policy and funding distribution. Encouragingly, the INVEST in 
America Act framework is largely consistent with Plan Bay Area 2050 investment priorities and 
most of MTC’s transportation reauthorization priorities are reflected in the House bill.  
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