
Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair 
Housing: 

New Housing Element 
Requirements & Regional 
Technical Assistance 

ABAG Housing & BAHFA 
Oversight Committees
July 8, 2021



Agenda

I. History of “Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing” (AFFH)

II. New Housing Element Requirements

III. ABAG’s AFFH Technical Assistance Overview

IV. Future AFFH Technical Assistance Products



Substandard Housing

Lower life expectancy

Higher rates of unemployment 
and violent crime

Fewer neighborhood 
amenities

Poor quality schools



The Fair Housing Act (of 1968)
“Prohibited discrimination concerning the sale, rental, and financing 

of housing based on race, religion, national origin, sex, (and as 
amended) handicap and family status.”



Federal
2015 HUD AFFH Rule

California
AB 686 Legislation



AB 686- Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing

This means actions that, taken together:
• Address significant disparities in housing needs and access to opportunity
• Replace segregated living patterns with truly integrated and balanced living 

patterns
• Transform racially and ethnically concentrated areas of poverty into areas of 

opportunity
• Fostering and maintaining compliance with civil rights and fair housing laws.

“Affirmatively furthering fair housing” means taking meaningful actions, in 
addition to combating discrimination, that overcome patterns of segregation 
and foster inclusive communities free from barriers that restrict access to 
opportunity based on protected characteristics.”



Assessment of Fair Housing

Site Inventory

Goals, Policies & Actions

Outreach

ID and Prioritize Contributing Factors

AB 686: 
New Housing Element 
Requirements



ABAG Housing 
TA Support

Assessment of Fair Housing

Site Inventory

Goals, Policies & Actions

Outreach

ID and Prioritize Contributing Factors



ABAG Housing 
TA Support

Assessment of Fair Housing

• Housing Needs Data Packets

• Census 
Tutorial

• Local Data 
Guidance &
Workflow

• STIR Labs Segregation and Land Use Policy 
Analysis



ABAG Housing 
TA Support

Site Inventory

• Housing Element Site Selection (HESS) Tool

 New data overlays (e.g., TCAC Opportunity 
Areas) to support jurisdiction staff in siting 
affordable housing on feasible parcels in a 
way that AFFHs

 Affordable Housing Funding Overlay 



ABAG Housing 
TA Support

Goals, Policies, and Actions

• Policy and Programs Toolkit

• Template Policy Structure

• Guidance on policy linkages between:
 Assessment of Fair Housing
 Contributing Factors, and
 Proposed policies and programs



Upcoming ABAG 
AFFH Content 
and Products

1) Data Analysis Guidance Doc 

2) Land Use and Segregation Analysis

3) HESS Tool Updates

4) AFFH Working Group

5) Messaging Guidance and Materials

6) Policy & Programs Toolkit



Thank You.
housingTA@bayareametro.gov
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