Metropolitan Transportation Commission and Association of Bay Area Governments

Joint MTC Legislation Committee and ABAG Legislation Committee
January 10, 2020

Agenda Item 6a

2020 State and Federal Legislative Visits

Subject:

Overview:

State and federal legislative visits.

This Summary Sheet provides a plan for meetings and outreach to the Bay Area’s
state and federal legislative delegations in 2020 to advocate for our legislative
priorities and brief members on key MTC and ABAG initiatives.

Sacramento Advocacy

We expect 2020 to be another busy year for housing and transportation in
Sacramento. Given this, face-to-face meetings with our Bay Area delegation will
be important. Staff proposes scheduling 2020 Sacramento visits in the spring,
with dates to be finalized later this year. Depending on the alignment of the
agencies’ advocacy positions as the 2020 legislative session evolves, these
meetings could be held as joint MTC/ABAG meetings with board members from
both agencies participating on the same day(s) or organized separately. This
timing—after the late February bill introduction deadline but before the June
policy committee deadlines (the tentative 2020 state legislative calendar is
attached)—will ensure that there are items of substance to discuss, while still
sharing our ideas on legislation early enough in the legislative process to have
influence. Ideally, MTC and ABAG will each have had time to adopt positions on
priority bills in advance of Sacramento visits.

Staff will follow up with specific dates in the next meeting after the dust settles
from the Legislature reconvening and the Governor’s FY 2020-21 budget
introduction this week.

Washington, D.C., Advocacy

As you know, the 2020 presidential election will preoccupy Washington D.C.
next year, further constraining the ability of Congress to pass any substantive
legislation on a bipartisan basis. Although conventional wisdom predicts little
action next year—save some potential for health care transparency and other
issues with strong bipartisan support and relatively painless price tags—we expect
behind-the-scenes work on our transportation and housing priorities to continue in
earnest. In particular, with the looming expiration of the FAST Act—the current
multi-year surface transportation bill—at the end of September 2020, we expect
the House and Senate authorizing committees to be busy soliciting proposals and
drafting text for the next bill. As such, our annual March trip to Washington
seems especially timely in 2020.
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Issues:

Attachments:

Trip Logistics

Staff proposes scheduling our joint MTC/ABAG 2020 Washington D.C. visit the
week of March 30, arriving on Sunday, March 29 and returning the evening of
Wednesday, April 1 with a reception for Members of Congress planned for
Tuesday, March 31 in the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee
room, the traditional location for our annual reception which underwent a major
renovation this past year. As we have done for many years, we plan to coordinate
and jointly fund the event with our Southern California partners to make the
reception a statewide gathering.

Staff will work to arrange meetings with our Bay Area Congressional delegation,
transportation and housing officials within the Trump Administration, the
committee staff who will be involved in drafting the reauthorization of the FAST
Act and housing funding proposals, and other national policy leaders. As always,
we plan to coordinate with our Bay Area partners, including our region’s transit
operators and county transportation agencies, to communicate a unified Bay Area
message on items pending before Congress and the Administration.

We look forward to discussing this general approach with you and soliciting any
additional ideas you may have to ensure a productive state and federal legislative
session in 2020.

None identified.

Attachment A: California State Tentative Legislative Calendar 2020

Therese W. McMillan
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*Holiday schedule subject to final approval by Rules Committee.

DEADLINES
Jan.1  Statutes take effect (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)).

Jan. 6  Legislature reconvenes (J.R. 51(a)(4)).
Jan. 10 Budget must be submitted by Governor (Art. 1V, Sec. 12(a)).

Jan. 17 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to fiscal committees
fiscal bills introduced in their house in the odd-numbered year
(J.R. 61(b)(1)).

Jan. 20 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Jan. 24 Last day for any committee to hear and report to the floor bills introduced
in that house in the odd-numbered year. (J.R. 61(b)(2)). Last day to submit
bill requests to the Office of Legislative Counsel.

Jan. 31 Last day for each house to pass bills introduced in that house in the odd-
numbered year (J.R. 61(b)(3)) (Art. IV, Sec. 10(c)).

Feb. 17 Presidents' Day.

Feb. 21 Last day for bills to be introduced (J.R. 61(b)(4), J.R. 54(a)).

Mar. 27 Cesar Chavez Day observed.

Apr. 2 Spring Recess begins upon adjournment (J.R. 51(b)(1)).
Apr. 13 Legislature reconvenes from Spring Recess (J.R. 51(b)(1)).

Apr. 24 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to fiscal committees
fiscal bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61(b)(5)).

May 1 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to the floor nonfiscal
bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61(b)(6)).

May 8 Last day for policy committees to meet prior to June 1 (J.R. 61(b)(7)).

May 15 Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the floor
bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61 (b)(8)). Last day for fiscal
committees to meet prior to June 1 (J.R. 61 (b)(9)).

May 25 Memorial Day.

May 26-29 Floor session only. No committee may meet for any purpose
except for Rules Committee, bills referred pursuant to Assembly
Rule 77.2, and Conference Committees (J.R. 61(b)(10)).

May 29 Last day for each house to pass bills introduced in that house
(J.R. 61(b)(11)).
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JUNE
S|IM|T|W|TH S
Wk, 4 1 2 3 4 5 Junel Committee meetings may resume (J.R. 61(b)(12)).
Wk 1 7 8 9 (10| 11 | 12|13 June 15 Budget Bill must be passed by midnight (Art. 1V, Sec. 12(c)).
June 25 Last day for a legislative measure to qualify for the Nov. 3 General
Wk2 |14115016|17) 18 | 19 20 Election ballot (Elections Code Sec. 9040).
Wk3 |21]22]23]24) 252627 June 26 Last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills to fiscal
Wwk.4 | 2812930 committees (J.R. 61(b)(13).
JULY
SIM|T|W|TH S
WKk. 4 1 2 4 July 2 Last day for policy committees to meet and report bills (J.R. 61(b)(14)).
Summer Summer Recess begins upon adjournment, provided Budget Bill has been
Recess | 2 | 6| 7|8 ]9 |10 11 passed (J.R. 51(b)(2)).
S
S::;g;ir 1211314 |15| 16 |17 18 July 3 Independence Day observed.
Summer
oo 19120 | 21|22 | 23 |24 | 25
Summer
oo | 26|27 | 2829 | 30 |31
AUGUST
SIM|T|W|TH| F | S
Summer Aug. 3  Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess (J.R. 51(b)(2)).
Recess
Wk 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Aug. 14 Last day for fiscal committees to meet and report bills (J.R. 61(b)(15)).
Aug. 17 - 31 Floor session only. No committee may meet for any purpose except
Wk. 2 9 110(11|12 | 13 |14]15 Rules Committee, bills referred pursuant to Assembly Rule 77.2, and
No Conference Committees (J.R. 61(b)(16)).
Hrgs, | 161718 119 | 20 | 21 [ 22
No Aug. 21 Last day to amend bills on the floor (J.R. 61(b)(17)).
g, | 23| 24|25 |26 | 27 | 28 | 29
- Aug. 31 Last day for each house to pass bills (Art. IV, Sec 10(c), J.R. 61(b)(18)).
Hl\:gs 30|31 Final Recess begins upon adjournment (J.R. 51(b)(3)).
IMPORTANT DATES OCCURRING DURING FINAL RECESS
2020
Sept. 30 Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature before Sept. 1
and in the Governor's possession on or after Sept. 1 (Art. 1V, Sec. 10(b)(2)).
Oct. 1 Bills enacted on or before this date take effect January 1, 2021. (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)).
Nov. 3 General Election.
Nov. 30 Adjournment sine die at midnight (Art. IV, Sec. 3(a)).
Dec. 7 2021-22 Regular Session convenes for Organizational Session at 12 noon.
(Art. IV, Sec. 3(a)).
2021
Jan. 1 Statutes take effect (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)).

*Holiday schedule subject to final approval by Rules Committee.
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