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• MTC Washington, D.C. Trip 
• Government Shutdown Averted 
• House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Holds Infrastructure Hearing 
• Green New Deal Resolution 
• Federal Railroad Administration Attempts to Derail California High Speed Rail 
• Coming and Going 
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MTC Washington, D.C. Trip 

Currently, we are wrapping up meeting schedules for the Commission’s March 2019 trip 
to Washington, DC. The annual Congressional Reception is all set for March 12th in the Gold 
Room in the Rayburn House Office Building. Our special guest at the reception will be 
Congressman Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.) who is the new Chairman of the House Transportation & 
Infrastructure Committee. 

Reception invitations have been sent to hundreds of invited guests. Meeting schedules are 
being developed and should be finalized next week. 

 

Government Shutdown Averted 

The President signed the “Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2019 on February 15th, 
which provides Fiscal Year 2019 funding for many federal departments including the 
Department of Transportation through September 30, 2019. 

The legislation provides $13.4 billion for public transit, $2.6 billion for intercity 
passenger rail grants, and is $1.2 billion more than the Fixing America's Surface Transportation 
Act authorization levels.  

The Capital Investment Grant program is funded at $2.6 billion and requires the Federal 
Transit Administration to obligate 85% of these funds by December 31, 2020.  

Funding highlights include:  

• $900 million for Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development transportation 
grants; no more than half can of the funds can go toward rural or urban projects;  

• $255 million for Consolidated Rail Infrastructure & Safety Improvements grant program. 
These funds are to be prioritized to those railroads that are at risk of missing the Positive 
Train Control deadline of December 31, 2020; and 

• $1.94 billion for AMTRAK. 

 

House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Holds Infrastructure Hearing 

On February 7, 2019, I attended the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
seven hour hearing titled “The Cost of Doing Nothing: Why Investing in Our Nation’s 
Infrastructure Cannot Wait.” Chairman DeFazio (D-Ore.) set the stage by asserting that the 
country now has an investment gap over the next 10 years of $2 trillion. 

The most pressing account was to establish a reliable funding source for the Highway 
Trust Fund before the 2020 reauthorization.  
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Green New Deal Resolution 

On February 7, 2019, progressive Members of Congress introduced a non-binding 
resolution calling on Congress to adopt a Green New Deal.  

The House Resolution was introduced as H.Res. 109 by Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
(D-N.Y.) with 67 sponsors and in the Senate as S.Res.59 by Senator Ed Markey (D-Mass.) with 
11 sponsors. 

The Resolutions include aspirational goals such as investment in infrastructure, 
eliminating pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, access to clean water, reduce the risks posed 
by climate impacts and that any infrastructure bill address climate change. 

The Green New Deal proposals are not expected to become law this year, but is a great 
platform for sponsors who are seeking the Democratic nomination for President in 2020. 

 

Federal Railroad Administration Attempts to Derail California High Speed Rail 

On February 19, 2019, the Administrator of the Federal Railroad Administration sent a 
letter to the California High-Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) stating they intend to de-obligate 
the full $929 million obligated under the Agreement on the grounds that CHSRA failed to 
comply with the terms of the agreement. The letter is attached for reference. 

 

Coming and Going 

• Nicole Nason to be Federal Highway Administration Administrator if approved by the 
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. 

• Jeffrey Rosen is expected to be nominated for Deputy Attorney General. He is currently 
the Department of Transportation’s Chief Operating Officer. 

 

Attachment:  

• Attachment A: Federal Railroad Administration Notice of Intent to Terminate 
Cooperative Agreement No. FR-HSR-0118-12-01-01 
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