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Ocean Protection Council’s Role

OPC is a division of the California Natural Resources Agency
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Our Mission and How We Work

Ensuring healthy, resilient, and productive 

ocean and coastal ecosystems in California.
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• Updated projections based on best
available science

• Stepwise approach for evaluating
projections, associated risk, and
adaptation pathways

• Recommended adaptation
strategies

• Suite of geospatial and visualization
tools

Content of Updated Guidance 
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• Advances in sea-level 
rise science

• Need for guidance to 
help state and local 
governments plan for 
sea-level rise
• Executive order B:30-15

• SB 379 (Jackson)

• SB 264 (Wieckowski)

What Triggered this Update?

Flooding of East Cliff Drive, Moran Lake, Santa Cruz County, January 20, 2010 King 
Tide (Photo credit: Dave Revell)
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Rising Seas in California: 
An Update on Sea-level Rise Science
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Risk Analysis Decision Framework 
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Planning & Adaptation Strategies 

● Social equity

● Coastal habitats and public
access

● Water-dependent infrastructure

● Acute increases in sea-level rise

● Community and regional
planning

● Local conditions

● Adaptive capacity
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Implementing the Guidance
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1. There are too many different and sometimes conflicting sea level
rise/flooding directives.

2. The level of resources available for local and regional planning
continues to lag behind the need for action.

3. Some local governments have not prioritized sea level rise planning.
4. Changing science and guidance is a challenge to building understanding

and support.
5. Socially vulnerable communities and tribal groups are often not “at the

table” for planning and decision making.

Barriers to Implementation
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www.opc.ca.gov

Deborah.Halberstadt@resources.ca.gov 

@OPC_California
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