Handout Agenda Item 6a

Urban Density Guidelines Matrix
The following classifications are located in Urban Service Areas as defined in the Statewide Land Use Plan, and are served
by public water and sewer.

Urban Centers
Unit per Acre 60-170

An urban center is a large and densely populated urban area with a civic, social and cultural infrastructure. It is zoned for mixed use
residential, groundfloor retail and business and also provides open space for public and private uses. It is easily walkable or
accessible through various modes of public and personal transit. Examples of urban centers include Downtown Providence, Newport
and Pawtucket.

77 units per acre 84 units per acre 125 units per acre

Urban Corridors
Unit per Acre 40-80

An urban corridor serves as a main thoroughfare in a densly populated area. It has the civic and cultural elements of an urban
community and contains infrastructure for retail, business and residential use. Examples include ElImwood Ave. and Broad St. in
Providence and North Main St. in North Providence.

44 units per acre 62 units per acre 66 units per acre

Metropolitan Corridors
Unit per Acre 20-40

A metropolitan corridor, may be located in a suburban area, is less densely populated and though it has the infrastructure for retail,
business and residential use, it generally carries more height restrictions. Examples of this include Reservoir Ave. and Park Ave. in
Cranston, Warwick Ave. in Warwick, Post Rd. in North Kingstown and Newport Ave. in Pawtucket and East Providence.

28 units per acre 28 units per acre 34 units per acre




Town Centers
Unit per Acre 15-30

A town center is a traditional downtown at a smaller scale, where a town's civic, commercial and social infrastructure is concentrated.
In Rhode Island, it is characterized by first floor retail and under utilized upper stories. It is zoned with greater height restrictions.
Facilities are situated within walking distance of private residences. Examples of this include Warren, Bristol and East Greenwich

18 units per acre 19 units per acre 23 units per acre

Village Centers
Unit per Acre 8-15

A village center is smaller than a town center, and will generally have first floor retail and offices frequently with upper story
residential. Private residences are within close proximity. Examples include Lonsdale, Conimicut, and Peacedale.

11 units per acre 13 units per acre 15 units per acre

Transit Oriented Developments Urban Centers
Unit per Acre 60-150

A TOD in an urban center concentrates developments around existing downtown areas, adjacent to a commuter rail, maximizing
access by transit and non-motorized vehicles. Urban centers normally have the infrastructure for intermodal transportation, allowing
convenient access to rail and bus lines as well as parking structures. Zoning will emphasize mixed-use development which
encourages and facilitates walkability. Locations include Downtown Providence and Pawtucket.

Transit Oriented Developments around Commuter Rail Stops
Unit per Acre 30-50

A TOD around commuter rail stops is a transportation hub surrounded by relatively high-density development with progressively lower-
density spreading outwards. New TODs may be developed around planned commuter rail stops in Rhode Island. TOD town centers
may have a transit station and a few multi-story commercial and residential buildings surrounded by several blocks of townhouses
and small-lot single-family residential. Zoning will emphasize mixed-use development. Potential locations include East Greenwich,
Warwick Station, Wickford and Westerly.
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