
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Programming and Allocations Committee 

September 13, 2017 Agenda Item 2e 

Federal Earmark Repurposing 

Subject: Update on projects to receive Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
repurposed earmark funds under the earmark repurposing provision of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017.  

 
Background:  At the July Programming and Allocations Committee meeting, Commissioners 

received an information item describing a provision included in the 
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2017 that enables States to repurpose unspent earmark 
balances. 

 
To repurpose funds, an earmark must be at least ten years old and either be less 
than 10% obligated or completed and closed out.  Repurposed funds can be 
directed to any new or existing project that is eligible to receive Surface 
Transportation Block Grant Program (STBGP) funds, and is within 100 miles of 
the originally designated earmark. 

 
 Repurposing Process 

Caltrans posted the official list of earmarks eligible for repurposing on July 27, 
2017, including the fund balance available on each earmark. Caltrans requested 
Regional Transportation Planning Agencies (RTPAs) throughout the State to 
coordinate with project sponsors to develop and submit a regional repurposing 
recommendation by August 18, 2017. It is ultimately the State’s decision on how 
to repurpose the earmarks. 
 
Given the extremely short timeline, as well as a consideration of the small number 
and dollar amount eligible for repurposing, in July the Commission authorized the 
Executive Director to coordinate with project sponsors and the relevant 
Congestion Management Agencies (CMAs) to develop a repurposing 
recommendation for the region, and submit the recommendation directly to 
Caltrans. 
 
Bay Area Repurposed Earmarks  
Over the last few weeks, staff worked with CMAs and project sponsors to develop 
the list of earmarks recommended for repurposing and to identify projects to 
receive repurposed earmark balances. Earmark repurposing requests submitted by 
Alameda County Transportation Commission (ACTC) and San Mateo 
City/County Association of Governments (C/CAG) are provided as Attachment 
A.  
 
In its submittal to Caltrans, MTC staff recommended repurposing $610,000 of the 
approximately $2.8 million in unspent earmark apportionment and obligation 
authority that are available for repurposing. The remaining $2.2 million is not 
recommended for repurposing at this time, as the project sponsors are actively 
working towards obligating the funds consistent with the originally designated 
earmarks.  MTC’s submittal letter to Caltrans is provided as Attachment B. 
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Table 1 below, details the recommendation from staff that was submitted to 
Caltrans on August 18, 2017.   
 

Table 1. Bay Area Repurposed Earmarks, 2017 

Original Earmarks 
Projects to Receive Repurposed 

Earmarks 
Sponsor Earmark Description Balance  Sponsor Project Amount 

ACTC  
Install emergency vehicle preemption 
equipment along major arterials in the I- 
880 corridor, Alameda County 

$21,000  

Port of 
Oakland 

GoPort $21,000 

Hayward 
Upgrade Industrial Parkway Southwest 
between Whipple Rd. and improved 
segment of the parkway, Hayward 

<$1,000  

ACTC/ 
San Leandro 

Replace 880 overpass at Davis St. in 
San Leandro  

$540,000  
City of 
Dublin 

Dublin 
Blvd 

Extension 
$540,000 

Menlo Park 
Modifies 9 traffic signals between 
Willow Road and Middlefield Road and 
Hamilton Avenue, Menlo Park 

$14,000  

San Mateo 
C/CAG 

SM US101 
Managed 

Lanes 
$48,000 SFDPW 

Implement SFgo Van Ness Corridor 
Improvements 

<$1,000  

Santa Clara 
County 

Oregon-Page Mill expressway 
Improvements between U.S. 101 and 
SR 82, Palo Alto 

$34,000  

   Total Repurposed $610,000 

 
Issues: None.  
 
Recommendation: Information. 
 
Attachments:  Attachment A – ACTC, C/CAG earmark repurposing request letters  
 Attachment B – MTC’s Earmark Repurposing Recommendation Letter to  
  Caltrans, submitted 8/18/17 
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August 15, 2017 

Mr. Bijan Sartipi 
District Director 
Caltrans, District 4 
P.O. Box 23660 
Oakland, CA 94623-0660 

Earmark Repurposing - Bay Area Earmarks 

Dear Mr. Sartipi, 

The Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) has developed a list of Bay 
Area earmarks to repurpose, as well as the projects recommended to receive those 
repurposed funds. Specifically, MTC recommends directing approximately $610,000 
in unobligated balances to 3 projects as shown in Attachment l. The supporting 
documentation, or "fact sheets," for the official transfer requests has been submitted 
to the Office of Local Assistance electronically. 

MTC's recommendation is based on the latest project information from Caltrans and 
project sponsors. Should there be changes to the amounts available for repurposing 
on any earmarks subject to this provision, please coordinate with our staff to ensure 
that all available balances from the region are directed onto eligible projects, 
consistent with this recommendation. 

We appreciate the efforts that have been taken to collaborate with the regions and 
project sponsors throughout this process. If you have any questions on this matter, 
please contact Anne Richman, Director of Programming and Allocations at 415- 778- 
6722. 

Sincerely, 

MÖJ<Á-icv 
Steve Heminger 
Executive Director 

Alix Bocleehnnn 
Oq1utJ F_,ccuri,·c f>1rccMr. Polie,· 

Steve Heminger SH:ma 
Exic:curi,c Director 

Attachment 

li ntlrew B. Fremier 
Depure F x..:cum e Drrccror. Opcr:1t1Hn.~ 

cc: Malcolm Dougherty, Caltrans Headquarters 
John Hoole, Local Assistance 
Sylvia Fung, Local Assistance 
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