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Draft 2026 Public Participation Plan for the San Francisco Bay Area:

Summary of Input Received

Subject:

Summary of engagement activities and an overview of the input received on the draft MTC 2026

Public Participation Plan for the San Francisco Bay Area.
Background:

MTC’s policies and investments shape how the Bay Area moves, grows and responds to major
challenges — making meaningful public involvement essential to informed decision-making. To
support this, MTC staff developed the draft 2026 Public Participation Plan (PPP) for the San
Francisco Bay Area, which functions as a guide for residents and partners to learn how to get
involved in the Commission’s decision-making process. The PPP outlines how to access
information, and how to participate and understand how input influences decisions. The plan
fulfills federal and state requirements tied to major planning efforts like Plan Bay Area and the
Transportation Improvement Program while documenting procedures for inclusive, transparent

engagement.
Draft 2026 Public Participation Plan for the San Francisco Bay Area

On June 8, 2026, staff released the draft 2026 Public Participation Plan for the San Francisco
Bay Area for review and input for a 45-day public comment period. The draft plan builds on a
major overhaul of the PPP in 2023 during which staff reorganized the document to make it more
user-friendly by moving the federal and state requirements into appendices and keeping the

essential information for how to get involved in the core document.

Staff also revised and expanded the Guiding Principles for Engagement, as well as the agency’s
Engagement Framework. The Guiding Principles serve as MTC’s vision for engagement. In
summary, MTC’s Guiding Principles set an expectation that engagement efforts should: have a
clear purpose; support two-way education and relationship building; be tailored to the project
and audience; communicate clearly in plain language; demonstrate accountability through

reporting back; and remain open and transparent.
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The Engagement Framework serves as a consistent guide for how staff design and conduct
public engagement across the agency’s various plans, projects, programs and decisions, and it
includes: communicating early and often; enabling access for all; prioritizing co-creation and

plain language; responding and reporting back; and assessing impact.

The 2026 draft plan continues to emphasize clear Guiding Principles and an Engagement
Framework focused on early involvement, access, accountability and continuous improvement. It

also integrates MTC’s Mission, Vision and Values and includes a new iteration of Appendix C

outlining the comprehensive, continuous engagement strategy for the next update of the long-
range plan, Plan Bay Area 2060. Attachment B summarizes the engagement and input received

during the 45-day public comment period.

Next Steps:

Staff will revise the draft PPP based on feedback received with the final PPP slated to be
presented to the Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee on September 11, 2026. The
following table outlines key dates leading up to adoption of the 2026 PPP.

Date Milestone
August 26 Draft 2026 PPP presentation to Commission

September 4 | Presentation of input received to the MTC ABAG Community Advisory
Council

September 11 | Presentation of input received and recommended PPP changes to the Joint
MTC ABAG Legislation Committee and referral to Commission for final
action

September 23 | Final Commission action on 2026 PPP

Attachments:
e Attachment A: Presentation
e Attachment B: Summary of Engagement Activities and Input Received on the Draft 2026

Public Participation Plan for the San Francisco Bay Area
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