








From: Anna Froker  
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 7:24:45 AM 
To: MTC-ABAG Info <info@bayareametro.gov>; Andrew Fremier <AFremier@bayareametro.gov>; 
Kimberly Ward <KWard@bayareametro.gov>; Federal Glover <dist5@bos.cccounty.us>; BATA 
<Margaret.abe-koga@mountainview.gov>; Cindy Chavez <cindy.chavez@bos.sccgov.org>; BATA 
Committee <vfleming@srcity.org>; BATA Committee <bosdist4@acgov.org>; Gina Papan 
<GPapan@ci.millbrae.ca.us>; Hillary Ronen <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>; BATA Committee 
<officeofthemayor@oaklandca.gov>; Richmond City Council Dist. 2 <Cesar@cesarzepeda.com>; 
Richmond Mayor <eduardo martinez@ci.richmond.ca.us> 
Subject: Richmond-San Rafael Bridge  
  
*External Email*  

 
Re: Westbound Richmond-San Rafael Bridge pilot bike/pedestrian lane program  
 
We are Point Richmond residents who must regularly travel across the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge and who are extremely frustrated by the increase in westbound traffic 
congestion and pollution since the bike/pedestrian lane pilot program began. The data 
show that the cost to motorists far outweighs the benefit to cyclists & pedestrians. 
Therefore: 
 
We are AGAINST continuing the bike/pedestrian path as it is currently configured. On 
the upper deck (westbound), the physical barrier erected for the pilot program forces 
maintenance crews to close the right lane to traffic when they need to do maintenance on 
the bridge. It also prevents disabled vehicles from pulling out of an active traffic lane. Both 
scenarios result in more severe congestion than if no barrier existed. According the PATH 
report, the cyclists (very few relative to the number of motorists) who use the lane do so for 
recreation/exercise, mostly on Saturdays and mostly during summer months. Ideally, an 
easily removable barrier could be installed so that the third lane could be opened to 
vehicular traffic during commute hours and blocked off for cyclists’ use at other times, 
however, it is doubtful that an easily moveable barrier would be safe for cyclists or 
pedestrians. Thus, the obvious course of action for the greatest good is to eliminate the 
barrier and utilize the westbound third lane in the same manner as the eastbound third 
lane. 
 
We are IN FAVOR of opening the westbound third lane to motorists during peak usage 
times. This would decrease congestion and pollution. (Note: The statement in the PATH 
report that peak morning weekday commute is limited to one hour between 7am—8am is 
false; morning commute traffic congestion begins earlier than 7am and ends later than 
8am. In addition, weekend traffic congestion can be quite pronounced from mid-morning 
to early afternoon.) 
 
We are IN FAVOR of continuing the opening the eastbound third lane to motorists 
during evening commute hours. From personal experience using the bridge, and from 



reading the PATH report, we know that on the lower deck (eastbound), opening the third 
lane to afternoon commuter traffic has decreased congestion and traffic accidents.  
 
Sincerely, 
Anna and Dave Froker 

 
 

 
 
 



From: John Goodwin <JGoodwin@bayareametro.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 9:40 AM 
To: Anna Froker  
Cc: MTC-ABAG Info <info@bayareametro.gov>; Kimberly Ward <KWard@bayareametro.gov> 
Subject: RE: Richmond-San Rafael Bridge 

 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Froker: 
    Thank you for your message. You may be pleased to know that the MTC-BATA staff expects to report 
to MTC’s BATA Oversight Committee at the committee’s March 13 meeting on a design alternatives 
assessment that would evaluate options for converting the shoulder of the westbound upper deck on 
the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge to a bus/carpool lane that could be used during peak travel periods. 
This will be a public meeting and you are welcome to participate and offer comment, either in person or 
via Zoom. The meeting is slated to begin at 9:35 a.m.  A detailed meeting agenda will be posted on the 
MTC website at https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events at least three days prior to the meeting. 
 
      You also may be pleased to know that the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge will be the first of the state-
owned toll bridges to transition to open-road tolling, and that this transition may take place by the end 
of 2025. The existing toll plaza and the now-obsolete toll booths will be removed, allowing for a 
comprehensive reconfiguration of the bridge approach. This holds promise for a significant reduction in 
congestion through the entire Richmond-San Rafael corridor. We appreciate your interest in the myriad 
challenges of travel through the Richmond-San Rafael corridor, and we appreciate you taking the time to 
share your recommendations with us. 
 
John Goodwin 
Asst. Director, Communications 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission/Bay Area Toll Authority 
375 Beale Street, Suite 800 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
415.778.5262 — office 
510.384.7291 — mobile 
MTC main phone number: 415.778.6700 
www.mtc.ca.gov 
 











On Mon, Mar 11, 2024 at 4:23 PM Warren Wells <warren@marinbike.org> wrote: 
Hi there, Richmond-San Rafael Bridge advocates, 
 
This Wednesday March 13th at 9:35 AM, there will be an MTC meeting about the 
Richmond-San Rafael Bridge. 
 
TLDR: MTC is going to spend $1M evaluating removing the multiuse path or returning it to a 
shoulder. You can email a comment using this link (send before 5 PM on 3/12), or join the 
meeting by clicking here. 
 
Long version: 
You can read the whole agenda item here, but I will summarize. At the conclusion of the 
four-year pathway pilot period in November 2023, MTC held a meeting on the pilot (details 
and recording here). Despite the fact that a formal evaluation of the pilot won't be 
complete until summer 2024, and 70 comments supporting the path, MTC Commissioner 
Glover asked staff to make preparations to evaluate other options for the westbound top 
deck. 
 
The 3/13 meeting will be to sign a $1M contract to evaluate the costs and benefits of a (A) 
shoulder, (B) HOV lane, (C) remaining a multiuse path. Each of these would be evaluated 
as a full-time or part-time basis. This evaluation process will be complete at the end of 
2024, at which point one of the alternatives would be pursued.  
 
We know from good science and MTC's own presentation (see item 5), that adding more 
travel lanes on the bridge will likely worsen air pollution in surrounding communities, will 
increase greenhouse gas emissions, and will produce congestion benefits that are short-
lived at best. It was evident from the November meeting that MTC leadership is intent on 
moving forward with a plan to put more cars on the bridge, but we should make sure they 
hear why they should not.  
 
As always, let me know if you have any questions, and thank you for your time and 
attention. 
 
--  
Warren J. Wells, AICP 
Policy and Planning Director 
Marin County Bicycle Coalition 
cell: (410) 703.9898 | marinbike.org 
pronouns: he, him, his 

     

We're creating a healthy, connected, and sustainable Marin by promoting bicycling for 
everyday transportation and recreation. Love to ride? Join us today. 

 
 

mailto:warren@marinbike.org
mailto:info@bayareametro.gov?bcc=warren@marinbike.or&subject=Public%20Comment%20-%203%2F13%20BATA%20Oversight%20Committee%20-%20Item%205a
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbayareametro.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84569843419&data=05%7C02%7CMAranda%40bayareametro.gov%7C68e1ef80986b44a7bed308dc42dc8ac0%7Cb084c4a0bb194142b70382ea65a5eeb2%7C0%7C0%7C638458762202062499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rl7sBcmlwEvEHPt2h9jxO6vsyLo75s0OtzuHQl8d62M%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmtc.ca.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fmeetings%2Fattachments%2F5952%2F5a_24_0256_Contract_Amendment_Richmond_San_Rafael_Bridge_Forward_1.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMAranda%40bayareametro.gov%7C68e1ef80986b44a7bed308dc42dc8ac0%7Cb084c4a0bb194142b70382ea65a5eeb2%7C0%7C0%7C638458762202072188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z%2B6I82bbMMSPL1ua97N7hLjH5%2FPH1WiNtgh3rnkbNbM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmtc.ca.gov%2Fmeetings-events%2Fbay-area-toll-authority-oversight-committee-2023-11-08t173500&data=05%7C02%7CMAranda%40bayareametro.gov%7C68e1ef80986b44a7bed308dc42dc8ac0%7Cb084c4a0bb194142b70382ea65a5eeb2%7C0%7C0%7C638458762202079308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tc4lCpnSCQmP%2F8QggVF%2FF6lU45Jr1xLeOhl9uVsNnVE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmtc.ca.gov%2Fmeetings-events%2Fbay-area-toll-authority-oversight-committee-2023-11-08t173500&data=05%7C02%7CMAranda%40bayareametro.gov%7C68e1ef80986b44a7bed308dc42dc8ac0%7Cb084c4a0bb194142b70382ea65a5eeb2%7C0%7C0%7C638458762202079308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tc4lCpnSCQmP%2F8QggVF%2FF6lU45Jr1xLeOhl9uVsNnVE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmtc.ca.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fmeetings%2Fagendas%2F5835_A_Bay_Area_Toll_Authority_Oversight_Committee_23-11-08_Standing_Committee_2.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMAranda%40bayareametro.gov%7C68e1ef80986b44a7bed308dc42dc8ac0%7Cb084c4a0bb194142b70382ea65a5eeb2%7C0%7C0%7C638458762202085512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LwyR0G3nsx%2BMW9s0P292osH8%2FNYjp2bIOEvZBpKdLZY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmarinbike.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMAranda%40bayareametro.gov%7C68e1ef80986b44a7bed308dc42dc8ac0%7Cb084c4a0bb194142b70382ea65a5eeb2%7C0%7C0%7C638458762202091806%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qtULuVeReYxMlXJA1HqQ9BFLzlv8FzW2y4hj6cNF2KA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconnect.clickandpledge.com%2Fw%2FForm%2F24ceb1f0-b5b0-4c6f-b825-ceff58347766&data=05%7C02%7CMAranda%40bayareametro.gov%7C68e1ef80986b44a7bed308dc42dc8ac0%7Cb084c4a0bb194142b70382ea65a5eeb2%7C0%7C0%7C638458762202125536%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bSKl6TOtjBqqYfF6vHaotiY%2FlhtB8OiacNuz2KhKUNg%3D&reserved=0


From: Margie Baer <membership@marincyclists.com>  
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 4:58 PM 
To: MTC-ABAG Info <info@bayareametro.gov> 
Subject: Public Comment - 3/13 BATA Oversight Committee - Item 5a 

 

*External Email*  

 

Please do not remove the multi use bike and pedestrian pathway from the RSR bridge. It is 
a vital link for non car drivers from the East Bay to the North Bay. Adding more car lanes is 
not a solution as cars will just back up on the other side of the bridge and there will be 
more pollution and congestion.  
 
 
 
 

 
  

Margie Baer 
Vice President 
Membership Chair 

 
PO Box 2611 San Rafael, CA 94912 
membership@marincyclists.com 
415.378.9371 

 

 

 

 

 You don't often get email from membership@marincyclists.com. Learn why this is important  

mailto:membership@marincyclists.com
mailto:membership@marincyclists.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification








From: Eris Weaver <eris@bikesonoma.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 11:22 AM 
To: MTC-ABAG Info <info@bayareametro.gov> 
Subject: Public Comment - 3/13 BATA Oversight Committee - Item 5a 

 

*External Email*  

 

Dear Oversight Committee Members: 

The Richmond-San Rafael Bridge is an important active transportation connection between the 
North Bay and the East Bay. I’ve ridden it several times, sometimes combining it with a SMART 
train ride. I’ve been able to attend a Calbike conference in Oakland car-free, as well as visit 
attractions like the Rosie the Riveter National Historic Park. The trip was not much longer that 
driving during rush hour, but was far more pleasant – and it was satisfying to know that I wasn’t 
contributing to climate change! 

Proponents of transforming the bike lane to a third vehicle lane have made spurious claims that 
the bike lane somehow creates more pollution than would their proposal. The research is clear: 
adding vehicle lanes DON’T decrease congestion and would increase pollution.  

If we’re to ever meet our climate goals, we HAVE to STOP this autocentric nonsense! The 
community would be better served by improved transit service across the Bay than by adding 
another vehicle lane; there is no convenient means  

The Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition urges you to keep the bicycle/pedestrian pathway and 
reject the third vehicle lane option. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 
 

 
  

  
Eris Weaver, Executive Director 
Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition 
eris@bikesonoma.org 
707-545-0153 office • 707-338-8589 cell 
www.bikesonoma.org 
Book time to meet with me 

 
I’m riding 120 miles to raise money 

for SCBC – DONATE HERE 

 

 
 

 You don't often get email from eris@bikesonoma.org. Learn why this is important  

mailto:eris@bikesonoma.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bikesonoma.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cinfo%40bayareametro.gov%7Cd54ad366f2384e61dfee08dc42c15c77%7Cb084c4a0bb194142b70382ea65a5eeb2%7C0%7C0%7C638458645513048148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vVIbum2TElwUAWxrVXFfPRwOHMypJIccDTtk8BodjmA%3D&reserved=0
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From: Susan Nawbary   
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 5:07 PM 
To: MTC-ABAG Info <info@bayareametro.gov> 
Subject: Public Comment - 3/13 BATA Oversight Committee - Item 5a 

 
*External Email*  

 

Dear MTC,  
As you are aware, adding more travel lanes on the bridge will worsen air pollution in 
surrounding communities, will increase greenhouse gas emissions, and will produce 
congestion benefits that are short-lived at best. Your very own presentation makes this 
clear, yet you continue to move against the grain of your own science by commissioning 
studies and pandering to the calls of those who wish to see an additional 
lane. https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/meetings/agendas/5835_A_Bay_Area_Toll_Authority_Oversight_Committ

ee 23-11-08 Standing Committee 2.pdf 
 
I continue to be perplexed that MTC leadership seems so intent on moving more cars 
across the bridge instead of encouraging and expanding accessible and affordable transit. 
 
 
Roadway congestion continues to grow as do the costs to the economy. Current estimates 
are that congestion costs the economy more than $165 billion each year in lost 
productivity and wasted fuel. Transportation planning focuses on expanding highways, but 
this is largely unsustainable and cost ineffective. 
 
 Really, you should watch this video and ask yourself, why waste tax payer dollars on 
creating worse traffic? You would be far better off adding a ferry from Richmond to 
Larkspur to connect to the North Bay. 
 
 







 User of the RSR bike lane. 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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