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AB 557

Hart

Introduced
2/8/2023

Assembly Local
Government

Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences. Current law, until January 1, 2024, authorizes
a local agency to use teleconferencing without complying with specified teleconferencing
requirements in specified circumstances when a declared state of emergency is in effect, or in
other situations related to public health, as specified. If there is a continuing state of emergency, or
if state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing,
existing law requires a legislative body to make specified findings not later than 30 days after the
first teleconferenced meeting, and to make those findings every 30 days thereafter, in order to
continue to meet under these abbreviated teleconferencing procedures. Current law requires a
legislative body that holds a teleconferenced meeting under these abbreviated teleconferencing
procedures to give notice of the meeting and post agendas, as described, to allow members of the
public to access the meeting and address the legislative body, to give notice of the means by which
members of the public may access the meeting and offer public comment, including an
opportunity for all persons to attend via a call-in option or an internet-based service option.
Current law prohibits a legislative body that holds a teleconferenced meeting under these
abbreviated teleconferencing procedures from requiring public comments to be submitted in
advance of the meeting and would specify that the legislative body must provide an opportunity
for the public to address the legislative body and offer comment in real time. This bill would
extend the above-described abbreviated teleconferencing provisions when a declared state of
emergency is in effect, or in other situations related to public health, as specified, indefinitely.

AB 817

Pacheco

Amended
3/16/2023

Policy Advisory Council

April 12, 2023

Assembly Local
Government

Open meetings: teleconferencing: subsidiary body. Current law, until January 1, 2026,
authorizes the legislative body of a local agency to use alternative teleconferencing in certain
circumstances related to the particular member if at least a quorum of its members participate from
a singular physical location that is open to the public and situated within the agency’s jurisdiction
and other requirements are met, including restrictions on remote participation by a member of the
legislative body. This bill would authorize a subsidiary body, as defined, to use alternative
teleconferencing provisions similar to the emergency provisions indefinitely and without regard to
a state of emergency. In order to use teleconferencing pursuant to the Ralph M. Brown Act, the
bill would require the legislative body that established the subsidiary body by charter, ordinance,
resolution, or other formal action to make specified findings by majority vote, before the
subsidiary body uses teleconferencing for the first time and every 12 months thereafter.
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AB 1275

Arambula

Introduced
2/16/2023

Assembly Higher
Education

Community colleges: student-run community college organizations: open meetings:
teleconferences. The Ralph M. Brown Act requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings
of a legislative body of a local agency be open and public and that all persons be permitted to
attend and participate. The act authorizes the legislative body of a local agency to use
teleconferencing for its meetings subject to certain requirements, including, among others, public
notice of, and access to, each teleconference location and posting of a meeting agenda at each of
the teleconference locations. This bill would authorize the recognized statewide community
college student organization and other student-run community college organizations to use
teleconferencing for their meetings without having to (1) post agendas at all teleconferencing
locations, (2) identify each teleconference location in the notice and agenda, (3) make each
teleconference location accessible to the public, and (4) require that a quorum of the student
organization’s members participate from a singular physical location.

AB 1379

Papan

Amended
3/23/2023

Policy Advisory Council

April 12, 2023

Assembly Local
Government

Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences. The Ralph M. Brown Act, requires, with
specified exceptions, that all meetings of a legislative body be open and public, and that all
persons be permitted to attend unless a closed session is authorized. The act generally requires for
teleconferencing that the legislative body of a local agency that elects to use teleconferencing post
agendas at all teleconference locations, identify each teleconference location in the notice and
agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and have each teleconference location be accessible to the
public. Current law also requires that, during the teleconference, at least a quorum of the members
of the legislative body participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over which
the local agency exercises jurisdiction. This bill, with respect to those general provisions on
teleconferencing, would require a legislative body electing to use teleconferencing to instead post
agendas at a singular designated physical meeting location, as defined, rather than at all
teleconference locations. The bill would remove the requirements for the legislative body of the
local agency to identify each teleconference location in the notice and agenda, that each
teleconference location be accessible to the public, and that at least a quorum of the members
participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency
exercises jurisdiction.
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SB 411

Portantino

Introduced
2/9/2023

Senate Gov. & F.

Open meetings: teleconferences: bodies with appointed membership. Current law, until
January 1, 2024, authorizes the legislative body of a local agency to use alternate teleconferencing
provisions during a proclaimed state of emergency or in other situations related to public health
that exempt a legislative body from the general requirements (emergency provisions) and impose
different requirements for notice, agenda, and public participation, as prescribed. The emergency
provisions specify that they do not require a legislative body to provide a physical location from
which the public may attend or comment. Current law, until January 1, 2026, authorizes the
legislative body of a local agency to use alternative teleconferencing in certain circumstances
related to the particular member if at least a quorum of its members participate from a singular
physical location that is open to the public and situated within the agency’s jurisdiction and other
requirements are met, including restrictions on remote participation by a member of the legislative
body. This bill would authorize a legislative body to use alternate teleconferencing provisions
similar to the emergency provisions indefinitely and without regard to a state of emergency. The
bill would alternatively define “legislative body” for this purpose to mean a board, commission, or
advisory body of a local agency, the membership of which board, commission, or advisory body is
appointed and which board, commission, or advisory body is otherwise subject to the Ralph M.
Brown Act.

SB 537

Becker

Amended
3/22/2023

Policy Advisory Council

April 12, 2023

Senate Gov. & F.

Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences. Current law, until January 1, 2024, authorizes
the legislative body of a local agency to use alternate teleconferencing provisions during a
proclaimed state of emergency or in other situations related to public health that exempt a
legislative body from the general requirements (emergency provisions) and impose different
requirements for notice, agenda, and public participation, as prescribed. The emergency provisions
specify that they do not require a legislative body to provide a physical location from which the
public may attend or comment. Current law, until January 1, 2026, authorizes the legislative body
of a local agency to use alternative teleconferencing in certain circumstances related to the
particular member if at least a quorum of its members participate from a singular physical location
that is open to the public and situated within the agency’s jurisdiction and other requirements are
met, including restrictions on remote participation by a member of the legislative body. These
circumstances include if a member shows “just cause,” including for a childcare or caregiving
need of a relative that requires the member to participate remotely. This bill would authorize
certain legislative bodies to use alternate teleconferencing provisions similar to the emergency
provisions indefinitely and without regard to a state of emergency. The bill would also require a
legislative body to provide a record of attendance on its internet website within 7 days after a
teleconference meeting, as specified. The bill would define “legislative body” for this purpose to
mean a board, commission, or advisory body of a multijurisdictional cross county agency, the
membership of which board, commission, or advisory body is appointed and which board,
commission, or advisory body is otherwise subject to the act. The bill would also define
“multijurisdictional” to mean a legislative body that includes representatives from more than one
county, city, city and county, special district, or a joint powers entity.
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