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In light of Governor Newsom’s State of Emergency declaration regarding the COVID-19 

outbreak and in accordance with Executive Order N-29-20 issued by Governor Newsom on 

March 17, 2020 and the Guidance for Gatherings issued by the California Department of Public 

Health, the meeting will be conducted via webcast, teleconference, and Zoom for Committee 

members who will participate in the meeting from individual remote locations.

A Zoom panelist link for meeting participants will be sent separately to Committee members.

The meeting webcast will be available at http://mtc.ca.gov/whats-happening/meetings 

Members of the public are encouraged to participate remotely via Zoom at the following link or 

phone number. Committee Members and members of the public participating by Zoom wishing 

to speak should use the “raise hand” feature or dial *9. In order to get the full Zoom 

experience, please make sure your application is up to date.

Attendee Link: https://bayareametro.zoom.us/j/83139290848

Or iPhone one-tap US: +14086380968,,83139290848#  or +16699006833,,83139290848# 

Or Telephone Dial (Toll Free) US:  877 853 5247 (Toll Free) or 888 788 0099 

Webinar ID: 831 3929 0848

International numbers available: https://bayareametro.zoom.us/u/kesAPBXCKN

Detailed instructions on participating via Zoom are available at:

https://mtc.ca.gov/how-provide-public-comment-board-meeting-zoom

Members of the public may participate by phone or Zoom or may submit comments by email at 

info@bayareametro.gov by 5:00 p.m. the day before the scheduled meeting date. Please 

include the committee or board meeting name and agenda item number in the subject line. 

Due to the current circumstances there may be limited opportunity to address comments 

during the meeting. All comments received will be submitted into the record.



February 12, 2021Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee

1.  Roll Call / Confirm Quorum

Quorum: A quorum of this body shall be a majority of its regular voting members (10).

2.  Consent Calendar

Approval of Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee Minutes of the 

January 8, 2021 Meeting

21-01872a.

Committee ApprovalAction:

2a_Joint LEGIS_Minutes_Jan 8 2021.pdfAttachments:

Legislative History

Detailed list of bills the Commission is tracking in Sacramento, including 

those ABAG or MTC supports or opposes.

21-01882b.

InformationAction:

Rebecca LongPresenter:

2b_Feb Leg History.pdfAttachments:

3.  State Legislation

Governor’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2021-22 State Budget

Overview of transportation, housing, and resilience provisions in 

Governor's proposed budget.

21-02403a.

InformationAction:

Rebecca LongPresenter:

3a_State Budget.pdfAttachments:

Senate Bill 10 (Wiener): Housing Approval Streamlining Tool

Optional tool for local governments to streamline a parcel's upzoning 

located in transit-rich or jobs-rich locations or on urban infill sites.

21-02423b.

Support / ABAG Executive Board Approval

Support / MTC Commission Approval

Action:

Rebecca LongPresenter:

3b_SB 10_Wiener.pdfAttachments:
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Senate Bill 7 (Atkins): Extension of California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) Judicial Review Streamlining Authority

Restores an expired authorization for streamlined judicial review and adds 

eligible specified housing projects consistent with a region’s sustainable 

communities strategy, and dedicates at least 15 percent of the units to 

lower-income households.

21-02433c.

Support / ABAG Executive Board Approval

Support / MTC Commission Approval

Action:

Rebecca LongPresenter:

3c_SB 7 Atkins_CEQA-2_Corrected.pdfAttachments:

4.  Federal Legislation

Washington D.C. Legislative Update

Report from Washington, D.C. advocates.

21-01904a.

InformationAction:

Georgia Gann DohrmannPresenter:

4ai_MTC January Washington Report.pdf

4aii_Handout-Coronavirus Relief Package.pdf

Attachments:

5.  Public Comment / Other Business

Committee Members and members of the public participating by Zoom wishing to speak 

should use the “raise hand” feature or dial *9.

6.  Adjournment / Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee will be Friday, March 

12, 2021 at 9:45 a.m. remotely and by webcast as appropriate depending on the 

status of any shelter in place orders. Any changes to the schedule will be duly 

noticed to the public.
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Accessibility and Title VI: MTC provides services/accommodations upon request to persons with 

disabilities and individuals who are limited-English proficient who wish to address Commission matters. 

For accommodations or translations assistance, please call 415.778.6757 or 415.778.6769 for 

TDD/TTY. We require three working days' notice to accommodate your request.

Public Comment: The public is encouraged to comment on agenda items at Committee meetings 

by completing a request-to-speak card (available from staff) and passing it to the Committee secretary.  
Public comment may be limited by any of the procedures set forth in Section 3.09 of MTC's Procedures 
Manual (Resolution No. 1058, Revised) if, in the chair's judgment, it is necessary to maintain the orderly 
flow of business.

Meeting Conduct: If this meeting is willfully interrupted or disrupted by one or more persons 

rendering orderly conduct of the meeting unfeasible, the Chair may order the removal of individuals who 
are willfully disrupting the meeting.  Such individuals may be arrested.  If order cannot be restored by 
such removal, the members of the Committee may direct that the meeting room be cleared (except for 
representatives of the press or other news media not participating in the disturbance), and the session 
may continue.

Record of Meeting: Committee meetings are recorded.  Copies of recordings are available at a 

nominal charge, or recordings may be listened to at MTC offices by appointment. Audiocasts are 
maintained on MTC's Web site (mtc.ca.gov) for public review for at least one year.

Attachments are sent to Committee members, key staff and others as appropriate. Copies will be 
available at the meeting.

All items on the agenda are subject to action and/or change by the Committee. Actions recommended 
by staff are subject to change by the Committee.

Acceso y el Titulo VI: La MTC puede proveer asistencia/facilitar la comunicación a las personas 

discapacitadas y los individuos con conocimiento limitado del inglés quienes quieran dirigirse a la 
Comisión. Para solicitar asistencia, por favor llame al número 415.778.6757 o al 415.778.6769 para 
TDD/TTY. Requerimos que solicite asistencia con tres días hábiles de anticipación para poderle 
proveer asistencia.
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Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 121-0187 Name:

Status:Type: Minutes Consent

File created: In control:1/8/2021 Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee

On agenda: Final action:2/12/2021

Title: Approval of Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee Minutes of the January 8, 2021 Meeting

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: 2a_Joint LEGIS_Minutes_Jan 8 2021.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Subject:
Approval of Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee Minutes of the January 8, 2021 Meeting

Recommended Action:
Committee Approval

Attachments:
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Bay Area Metro Center

375 Beale Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Meeting Minutes - Draft

Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee

Jesse Arreguin, Chair           Jake Mackenzie, Vice Chair

Members

Eddie Ahn, Cindy Chavez, Damon Connolly, Pat Eklund,

Scott Haggerty, Barbara Halliday, Dave Hudson,

Sam Liccardo, Gordon Mar, Karen Mitchoff, Alfredo Pedroza,

David Rabbitt, Belia Ramos, Warren Slocum, and Jim Spering

Non-Voting Members

Dorene M. Giacopini and Jimmy Stracner

9:45 AM Board Room - 1st Floor (REMOTE)Friday, January 8, 2021

1.  Roll Call / Confirm Quorum

Vice Chair Mackenzie, Committee Member Liccardo, Committee Member Hudson, 

Acting Chair Arreguin, Committee Member Halliday, Committee Member Eklund, 

Committee Member Connolly, Committee Member Haggerty, Committee Member 

Spering, Committee Member Ahn, Committee Member Pedroza, Committee 

Member Mitchoff, Committee Member Ramos and Committee Member Chavez

Present: 14 - 

Committee Member Slocum, Committee Member Rabbitt and Committee Member 

Mar

Absent: 3 - 

Non-Voting Members Present: Commissioner Giacopini and Commissioner Stracner

Ad Hoc Non-Voting Members Present: Commissioner Josefowitz, Commissioner Papan, and 

Commissioner Worth

Page 1 Printed on 1/11/2021
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January 8, 2021Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee

2.  Consent Calendar

Upon the motion by Vice Chair Mackenzie and second by Committee Member 

Spering, the Consent Calendar was unanimously approved. The motion carried 

by the following vote:

Aye: Vice Chair Mackenzie, Committee Member Liccardo, Committee Member Hudson, 

Acting Chair Arreguin, Committee Member Halliday, Committee Member Eklund, 

Committee Member Connolly, Committee Member Haggerty, Committee Member 

Spering, Committee Member Ahn, Committee Member Pedroza, Committee 

Member Mitchoff, Committee Member Ramos and Committee Member Chavez

14 - 

Absent: Committee Member Slocum, Committee Member Rabbitt and Committee Member 

Mar

3 - 

2a. 21-0060 Approval of Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee Minutes of the 

December 11, 2020 Meeting

Action: Committee Approval

2a_Joint LEGIS_Minutes_Dec 11 2020.pdfAttachments:

2b. 21-0141 Legislative History

Detailed list of bills the Commission is tracking in Sacramento, including 

those ABAG or MTC supports or opposes.

Action: Information

Presenter: Rebecca Long

2b_Leg History_State_with Calendar.pdfAttachments:

3.  State and Federal Legislation

3a. 21-0142 Sacramento Update

Sacramento update: new committee assignments, 2021 legislative 

schedule and state fiscal update.

Action: Information

Presenter: Rebecca Long, MTC and Mike Monagan, Carter, Wetch & Associates

3a_Sacramento Update .pdfAttachments:
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January 8, 2021Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee

3b. 21-0143 Overview of COVID Relief and Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Federal 

Appropriations

Summary of Transportation and Housing Provisions in the consolidated 

COVID-relief and FY 2021 Appropriations Act.

Action: Information

Presenter: Rebecca Long

3b_Federal COVID Relief and FY 2021 Appropriations.pdfAttachments:

Roland Lebrun was called to speak.

3c. 21-0061 Washington D.C. Legislative Update

Report from Washington, D.C. advocates.

Action: Information

Presenter: Randy Rentschler, MTC; Mark Dedrick, Summit Strategies; and Jim Kolb, 

Summit Strategies

3c_MTC December Washington Report.pdfAttachments:

4. Comment / Other Business

Roland Lebrun was called to speak.

5. Adjournment / Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee will be Friday, 

February 12, 2021 at 9:45 a.m. remotely and by webcast as appropriate depending on 

the status of any shelter in place orders. Any changes to the schedule will be duly 

noticed to the public.
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File #:  Version: 121-0188 Name:

Status:Type: Report Consent

File created: In control:1/8/2021 Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee

On agenda: Final action:2/12/2021

Title: Legislative History

Detailed list of bills the Commission is tracking in Sacramento, including those ABAG or MTC
supports or opposes.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: 2b_Feb Leg History.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Subject:
Legislative History

Detailed list of bills the Commission is tracking in Sacramento, including those ABAG or MTC

supports or opposes.

Presenter:

Rebecca Long

Recommended Action:
Information

Attachments:
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
MTC/ABAG Priority Bills
Friday, February 05, 2021

Bill Number Current Text Status Summary MTC Position ABAG
Position

AB 5

Fong

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Transportation Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund: High Speed Rail
Authority: K–12 education: transfer and loan.  The
California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 designates
the State Air Resources Board as the state agency charged
with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of
greenhouse gases. The act authorizes the state board to
include in its regulation of those emissions the use of market-
based compliance mechanisms. Current law requires all
moneys, except for fines and penalties, collected by the state
board from the auction or sale of allowances as part of a
market-based compliance mechanism to be deposited in the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. Existing law continuously
appropriates 25% of the annual proceeds of the fund to the
High-Speed Rail Authority for certain purposes. This bill would
suspend the appropriation to the High-Speed Rail Authority
for the 2021–22 and 2022–23 fiscal years and would require
the transfer of those amounts from moneys collected by the
state board to the General Fund

AB 9

Wood

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Print Wildfires.  Current law establishes various programs for the
prevention and reduction of wildfires. This bill would state the
intent of the Legislature to enact subsequent legislation that
would increase California’s capacity to prevent and reduce
the impact of wildfires, and would make related findings and
declarations.

AB 11

Ward

Amended
1/21/2021

Assembly Natural Resources Climate change: regional climate change authorities. 
Would require the Strategic Growth Council, by January 1,
2023, to establish up to 12 regional climate change
authorities to coordinate climate adaptation and mitigation
activities in their regions, and coordinate with other regional
climate adaptation autorities, state agencies, and other
relevant stakeholders.
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AB 14

Aguiar-Curry

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly C. & C. Communications: broadband services: California Advanced
Services Fund.  Current law establishes the State
Department of Education in state government, and vests the
department with specified powers and duties relating to the
state’s public school system. This bill would authorize local
educational agencies to report to the department their pupils’
estimated needs for computing devices and internet
connectivity adequate for at-home learning. The bill would
require the department, in consultation with the Public
Utilities Commission, to compile that information and to
annually post that compiled information on the department’s
internet website.

AB 15

Chiu

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Housing and
Community Development

COVID-19 relief: tenancy: Tenant Stabilization Act of
2021.  Would extend the definition of “COVID-19 rental debt”
as unpaid rent or any other unpaid financial obligation of a
tenant that came due between March 1, 2020, and December
31, 2021. The bill would also extend the repeal date of the
act to January 1, 2026. The bill would make other conforming
changes to align with these extended dates. By extending
the repeal date of the act, the bill would expand the crime of
perjury and create a state-mandated local program.

AB 16

Chiu

Amended
1/12/2021

Assembly Housing and
Community Development

Tenancies: COVID-19 Tenant, Small Landlord, and
Affordable Housing Provider Stabilization Act of 2021. 
Would establish the Tenant, Small Landlord, and Affordable
Housing Provider Stabilization Program. The bill would
authorize the Director of Housing and Community
Development to direct an existing office or program within the
Department of Housing and Community Development to
implement the program. The bill would establish in the State
Treasury the COVID-19 Tenant, Small Landlord, and
Affordable Housing Provider Stabilization Fund, and, upon
appropriation by the Legislature, distribute all moneys in the
fund to the department to carry out the purposes of the
program.

AB 41

Wood

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Print Broadband infrastructure  Current law provides that the
Department of Transportation has full possession and control
of state highways and associated property. Current law
requires the department to develop guidelines to facilitate
the installation of a broadband conduit on state highway
rights-of-way.This bill would state the intent of the
Legislature to enact future legislation that will improve
California’s “Dig Once” policy and expedite the deployment of
broadband infrastructure in communities that are currently
unserved and underserved.

AB 43

Friedman

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Transportation Traffic safety.  Would require, beginning June 1, 2022, and
every 6 months thereafter, Caltrans to convene a committee
of external design experts to advise on revisions to the
Highway Design Manual.
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AB 49

Petrie-Norris

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Print California Debt Limit Allocation Committee: elimination and
allocation of duties.  Would state the intent of the
Legislature to enact future legislation that would eliminate
the California Debt Limit Allocation Committee and that would
transfer the duties and authority of that committee to the
California Tax Credit Allocation Committee.

AB 50

Boerner
Horvath

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Natural Resources Climate change: Climate Adaptation Center and Regional
Support Network: sea level rise.  Current law requires the
Natural Resources Agency, in collaboration with the Ocean
Protection Council, to create, and update biannually, a
Planning for Sea Level Rise Database describing steps being
taken throughout the state to prepare for, and adapt to, sea
level rise.This bill would establish the Climate Adaptation
Center and Regional Support Network in the Ocean
Protection Council to provide local governments facing sea
level rise challenges with information and scientific expertise
necessary to proceed with sea level rise mitigation.

AB 51

Quirk

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Natural Resources Climate change: adaptation: regional climate adaptation
planning groups: regional climate adaptation plans.  Would
require the Strategic Growth Council, by July 1, 2022, to
establish guidelines for the formation of regional climate
adaptation planning groups. The bill would require the
council, by July 1, 2023, and in consultation with certain state
entities, to develop criteria for the development of regional
climate adaptation plans.

AB 52

Frazier

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Natural Resources California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: scoping
plan updates: wildfires.  The California Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006 authorizes the State Air Resources
Board to include in its regulation of emissions of greenhouse
gases the use of market-based compliance mechanisms.
Current law requires all moneys, except for fines and
penalties, collected by the state board from a market-based
compliance mechanism to be deposited in the Greenhouse
Gas Reduction Fund (fund) and to be available upon
appropriation by the Legislature. Current law continuously
appropriates 35% of the annual proceeds of the fund for
transit, affordable housing, and sustainable communities
programs and 25% of the annual proceeds of the fund for
certain components of a specified high-speed rail project. This
bill would require the state board, in each scoping plan
update prepared by the state board after January 1, 2022, to
include, consistent with the act, recommendations for
achieving the maximum technologically feasible and cost-
effective reductions of emissions of greenhouse gases and
black carbon from wildfires.
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AB 64

Quirk

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly U. & E. Electricity: renewable energy and zero-carbon resources:
state policy: strategy.  Current requires the PUC, the State
Energy Resources Conservation and Development
Commission (Energy Commission), and the State Air
Resources Board (state board) to, in consultation with all
California balancing authorities, issue a joint report to the
Legislature by January 1, 2021, and at least every 4 years
thereafter, that includes specified matters. The bill would
require the PUC, Energy Commission, and state board, in
consultation with all balancing authorities, to additionally
develop a strategy, by an unspecified date, on how to
achieve the above-described state policy in a cost-effective
and environmentally beneficial manner. The bill would require
the strategy to include, among other things, a plan to
promote the development of technologies that can help
achieve that state policy.

AB 67

Petrie-Norris

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Natural Resources Sea level rise: working group: economic analysis.  Would
require a state agency to take into account the current and
future impacts of sea level rise when planning, designing,
building, operating, maintaining, and investing in
infrastructure located in the coastal zone or otherwise
vulnerable to flooding from sea level rise or storm surges, or
when otherwise approving the allocation of state funds for
those purposes. The bill would require, by March 1, 2022, the
Ocean Protection Council, in consultation with the Office of
Planning and Research, to establish a multiagency working
group, consisting of specified individuals, on sea level rise to
provide recommended policies, resolutions, projects, and
other actions to address sea level rise, the breadth of its
impact, and the severity of its anticipated harm. The bill
would require the council, in consultation with the working
group to, among other things, develop a standardized
methodology and template for conducting economic analyses
of risks and adaptation strategies associated with sea level
rise, as provided.

AB 68

Salas

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Print Affordable housing: California State Auditor’s Report. 
Would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation
that would implement recommendations made in the
California State Auditor’s Report 2020-108, issued on
November 17, 2020, relating to affordable housing.

AB 71

Rivas, Luz

Amended
1/12/2021

Assembly Revenue and
Taxation

Homelessness funding: Bring California Home Act.  Would,
for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2022,
include a taxpayer’s global low-taxed income in their gross
income for purposes of the Personal Income Tax Law, in
modified conformity with the above-described federal
provisions. The bill would exempt any standard, criterion,
procedure, determination, rule, notice, or guideline
established or issued by the Franchise Tax Board to
implement its provisions from the rulemaking provisions of
the Administrative Procedure Act.
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AB 72

Petrie-Norris

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Natural Resources Environmental protection: Natural Resources Agency:
coastal adaptation projects: sea level rise: regulatory
review and permitting: report.  Would enact the Coastal
Adaptation Permitting Act of 2021. The bill would require the
agency to explore, and authorize it to implement, options
within the agency’s jurisdiction to establish a more
coordinated and efficient regulatory review and permitting
process for coastal adaptation projects, as defined. The bill
would require the agency to submit, by July 1, 2023, a report
to the Legislature with suggestions and recommendations for
improving and expediting the regulatory review and
permitting process for coastal adaptation projects.

AB 96

O'Donnell

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Transportation California Clean Truck, Bus, and Off-Road Vehicle and
Equipment Technology Program.  The California Clean Truck,
Bus, and Off-Road Vehicle and Equipment Technology
Program, upon appropriation from the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund, funds zero- and near-zero-emission truck,
bus, and off-road vehicle and equipment technologies and
related projects. The program provides that projects eligible
for funding include, among others, technology development,
demonstration, precommercial pilots, and early commercial
deployments of zero- and near-zero-emission medium- and
heavy-duty truck technology, and requires, until December
31, 2021, no less than 20% of funding made available for
that purpose to support early commercial deployment of
existing zero- and near-zero-emission heavy-duty truck
technology. The program defines “zero- and near-zero-
emission” for its purposes. This bill would extend the
requirement that 20% of funding be made available to
support early commercial deployment of existing zero- and
near-zero-emission heavy-duty truck technology until
December 31, 2026.

AB 113

Boerner
Horvath

Introduced
12/17/2020

Assembly Print Transportation electrification: electric vehicles: grid
integration.  The Public Utilities Commission has regulatory
authority over public utilities, including electrical corporations,
while local publicly owned electric utilities are under the
direction of their governing boards. Current law also requires
each local publicly owned electric utility serving more than
700 gigawatthours of annual electrical demand, in each
integrated resource plan updated adopted on and after
January 1, 2020, to consider establishing electric vehicle grid
integration strategies and evaluating how its existing and
planned programs further those strategies, as specified. This
bill would make nonsubstantive changes to those provisions.
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AB 115

Bloom

Introduced
12/18/2020

Assembly Housing and
Community Development

Planning and zoning: commercial zoning: housing
development.  Would, notwithstanding any inconsistent
provision of a city’s or county’s general plan, specific plan,
zoning ordinance, or regulation, would require that a housing
development be an authorized use on a site designated in
any local agency’s zoning code or maps for commercial uses if
certain conditions apply. Among these conditions, the bill
would require that the housing development be subject to a
recorded deed restriction requiring that at least 20% of the
units have an affordable housing cost or affordable rent for
lower income households, as those terms are defined, and
located on a site that satisfies specified criteria.

AB 117

Boerner
Horvath

Introduced
12/18/2020

Assembly Transportation Air Quality Improvement Program: electric bicycles. 
Would specify projects providing incentives for purchasing
electric bicycles, as defined, as projects eligible for funding
under the Air Quality Improvement Program. The bill would
require the State Air Resources Board, by July 1, 2022, to
establish and implement and administer, until January 1,
2028, the Electric Bicycle Rebate Pilot Project to provide
rebates for purchases of electric bicycles. The bill would
require the state board to submit to the Legislature a
midcycle evaluation of the pilot project by July 1, 2025, and
an end-of-program evaluation of the pilot project by January
1, 2028. The bill would repeal the pilot project as of January
1, 2029. The bill would appropriate from the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund $10,000,000 to the state board for purposes
of the pilot project.

AB 122

Boerner
Horvath

Introduced
12/18/2020

Assembly Transportation Vehicles: required stops: bicycles.  Would require a person
riding a bicycle, when approaching a stop sign at the
entrance of an intersection, to yield the right-of-way to any
vehicles that have stopped at the entrance of the
intersection, have entered the intersection, or that are
approaching on the intersecting highway close enough to
constitute an immediate hazard, and shall continue to yield
the right-of-way to those vehicles until reasonably safe to
proceed.
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AB 215

Chiu

Introduced
1/11/2021

Assembly Housing and
Community Development

Housing element.  The Planning and Zoning Law requires a
city or county to adopt a general plan for land use
development within its boundaries that includes, among
other things, a housing element. That law requires the
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD)
to determine whether the housing element is in substantial
compliance with specified provisions of that law. That law
also requires HCD to notify a city, county, or city and county,
and authorizes HCD to notify the office of the Attorney
General, that the city, county, or city and county is in violation
of state law if HCD finds that the housing element or an
amendment to the housing element does not substantially
comply with specified provisions of the Planning and Zoning
Law, or that the local government has taken action or failed
to act in violation of specified provisions of law.This bill would
add the Housing Crisis Act of 2019 to those specified
provisions of law.

AB 244

Rubio, Blanca

Introduced
1/13/2021

Assembly Housing and
Community Development

Affordable housing cost study: housing plan addendum. 
Would require the California Tax Credit Allocation Committee,
the Department of Housing and Community Development, the
California Housing Finance Agency, and the California Debt
Limit Allocation Committee to conduct an affordable housing
cost study that measures the factors that influence the cost
of building affordable housing, breaks down total
development costs for affordable housing, and enables the
state to maximize resources allocated for affordable housing.

AB 261

Seyarto

Introduced
1/15/2021

Assembly Transportation Authorized emergency vehicles.  Would permit an
authorized emergency vehicle to operate on an HOV lane if
specified conditions are met, including, among others, that
the vehicle is being driven while responding to, or returning
from, an urgent or emergency call and the driver of the
vehicle determines that the use of the HOV lane will likely
improve the arrival time of the authorized emergency vehicle
and its delivery of essential public safety services.

AB 267

Valladares

Introduced
1/15/2021

Assembly Natural Resources California Environmental Quality Act: exemption:
prescribed fire, thinning, and fuel reduction projects. 
Current law, until January 1, 2023, exempts from the
requirements of CEQA prescribed fire, thinning, or fuel
reduction projects undertaken on federal lands to reduce the
risk of high-severity wildfire that have been reviewed under
the federal National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
provided. Current law requires the Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection, beginning December 31, 2019, and
annually thereafter until January 1, 2023, to report to the
relevant policy committees of the Legislature the number of
times the exemption was used. This bill would extend the
exemption from CEQA and the requirement on the
department to report to the relevant policy committees of the
Legislature indefinitely.
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AB 297

Gallagher

Introduced
1/25/2021

Assembly Print Fire prevention.  Would continuously appropriate
$480,000,000 and $20,000,000 to the Department of
Forestry and Fire Prevention and the California Conservation
Corps, respectively, for fire prevention activities, as provided.

AB 302

Ward

Introduced
1/25/2021

Assembly Print San Diego Metropolitan Transit Development Board:
regulation of transportation and passenger jitney
services.  Would expand to any city within the County of San
Diego the authority of the San Diego Metropolitan Transit
Development Board to enter into contracts to license or
regulate transportation services and to regulate vehicle
safety and driver qualifications for passenger jitney service.

AB 306

O'Donnell

Introduced
1/25/2021

Assembly Print School districts and community college districts: employee
housing.  The Field Act requires the Department of General
Services to supervise the design and construction of any
school building or, if the estimated cost exceeds $100,000,
the reconstruction or alteration of or addition to any school
building, to ensure that plans and specifications comply with
the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to the act and
with relevant building standards, and to ensure that the
work of construction has been performed in accordance with
the approved plans and specifications. Current law defines
“school building” for these purposes and excludes from that
definition certain buildings. Current law requires the
Department of General Services to approve the plans,
specifications, and methods of construction of certain factory-
built school buildings. Current law requires the Department of
General Services, for purposes relating to access and use by
persons with disabilities, to issue a written approval of the
plans and specifications of certain buildings and facilities, as
provided. This bill would exclude from these requirements any
building or facility that serves or is intended to serve as
residential housing for school district and community college
district teachers and employees, and their families.

AB 339

Lee

Introduced
1/28/2021

Assembly Print State and local government: open meetings.  Current law
requires all meetings, as defined, of a house of the
Legislature or a committee thereof to be open and public,
and requires all persons to be permitted to attend the
meetings, except as specified. This bill would require all
meetings, including gatherings using teleconference
technology, to include an opportunity for all persons to
attend via a call-in option or an internet-based service option
that provides closed captioning services and requires both a
call-in and an internet-based service option to be provided to
the public.
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AB 345

Quirk-Silva

Introduced
1/28/2021

Assembly Print Accessory dwelling units: separate conveyance.  The
Planning and Zoning Law authorizes a local agency to
provide, by ordinance, for the creation of accessory dwelling
units in single-family and multifamily residential zones and
requires a local agency that has not adopted an ordinance to
ministerially approve an application for an accessory dwelling
unit, and sets forth required ordinance standards, including
that the ordinance prohibit the sale or conveyance of the
accessory dwelling unit separately from the primary
residence. Current law, notwithstanding the prohibition
described above, authorizes a local agency to, by ordinance,
allow an accessory dwelling unit to be sold or conveyed
separately from the primary residence to a qualified buyer if
certain conditions are met. This bill would require each local
agency to, by ordinance, allow an accessory dwelling unit to
be sold or conveyed separately from the primary residence to
a qualified buyer if certain conditions are met. The bill would
remove the requirements that the property be held pursuant
to a recorded tenancy in common agreement and that the
agreement allocate to each qualified buyer an undivided,
unequal interest in the property. The bill would instead
require the property be held pursuant to a recorded contract
that includes specified provisions.

AB 357

Kamlager

Introduced
2/1/2021

Assembly Print Affordable housing.  Current law, the Planning and Zoning
Law, requires each city, county, and city and county to
prepare and adopt a general plan that contains certain
mandatory elements, including a housing element.This bill
would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact
legislation that would address the need to build more
affordable housing units.

AB 371

Jones-Sawyer

Introduced
2/1/2021

Assembly Print Shared mobility devices: insurance and tracking.  Current
law defines shared mobility device to mean an electrically
motorized board, motorized scooter, electric bicycle, bicycle,
or other similar personal transportation device, except as
provided. Current law requires a city or county that
authorizes a shared mobility device provider to operate
within its jurisdiction to adopt operation, parking, and
maintenance rules, as provided, regarding the use of the
shared mobility devices in its jurisdiction before the provider
may offer shared mobility devices for rent or use. This bill
would require a shared mobility service provider to affix to
each shared mobility device a tactile sign containing raised
characters and accompanying Braille, as specified, to identify
the device for the purpose of tracking and reporting.
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AB 387

Lee

Introduced
2/2/2021

Assembly Print Social Housing Act of 2021.  Would declare the intent of the
Legislature to subsequently amend this bill to include
provisions that would enact the Social Housing Act of 2021 to
establish the California Housing Authority for the purpose of
developing mixed-income rental and limited equity
homeownership housing and mixed-use developments to
address the shortage of affordable homes for low and
moderate-income households.

AB 411

Irwin

Introduced
2/3/2021

Assembly Print Veterans Housing and Homeless Prevention Bond Act of
2022.  Would enact the Veterans Housing and Homeless
Prevention Bond Act of 2022 to authorize the issuance of
bonds in an amount not to exceed $600,000,000 to provide
additional funding for the VHHPA. The bill would provide for
the handling and disposition of the funds in the same manner
as the 2014 bond act.

AB 418

Valladares

Introduced
2/4/2021

Assembly Print Emergency services: grant program.  Would establish the
Community Power Resiliency Program (program), to be
administered by the Office of Emergency Services, to support
local governments in priority areas including schools,
elections offices, food storage reserves, COVID-19 testing
sites, and traffic signals and street lamps. The bill would
authorize the office to allocate specified sums, pursuant to an
appropriation by the Legislature, to local governments,
special districts, and tribes for various purposes relating to
power resiliency, and would require those entities applying
for funding to either describe the portion of their emergency
plan that includes power outages or provide an attestation
that power outages will be included when the entity revises
any portion of their emergency plan.
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AB 427

Bauer-Kahan

Introduced
2/4/2021

Assembly Print Electricity: resource adequacy requirements.  Current law
requires that the resource adequacy program achieve
specified objectives, including to establish new or maintain
existing demand response products and tariffs that facilitate
the economic dispatch and use of demand response that can
either meet or reduce an electrical corporation’s resource
adequacy requirements, as determined by the PUC. This bill
would require the PUC, by July 1, 2022, and in furtherance of
the above-described objective, to (1) establish rules that
allow demand response programs and resources procured by
a load-serving entity to meet the load-serving entity’s
resource adequacy requirements regardless of whether the
program is integrated into the wholesale market overseen by
the ISO, (2) adopt a baseline methodology that treats the
charging of energy storage as load in baseline calculations
for demand response programs, (3) allow customer-sited
distributed eligible renewable energy resources and energy
storage systems participating in a demand response
program, or product developed pursuant to (1), to deliver
electricity to the grid for purposes of providing resource
adequacy, and (4) establish a capacity valuation methodology
for customer-sited energy storage resources and customer-
sited hybrid resources, as defined, in consultation with the
ISO and the State Energy Resources Conservation and
Development Commission, and ensure that the capacity
valuation applies to demand response resources coupled
with customer-sited hybrid or customer-sited storage
resources for the 2023 resource adequacy year.

ACA 1

Aguiar-Curry

Introduced
12/7/2020

Assembly Print Local government financing: affordable housing and public
infrastructure: voter approval.   The California Constitution
prohibits the ad valorem tax rate on real property from
exceeding 1% of the full cash value of the property, subject
to certain exceptions. This measure would create an
additional exception to the 1% limit that would authorize a
city, county, city and county, or special district to levy an ad
valorem tax to service bonded indebtedness incurred to fund
the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or
replacement of public infrastructure, affordable housing, or
permanent supportive housing, or the acquisition or lease of
real property for those purposes, if the proposition proposing
that tax is approved by 55% of the voters of the city, county,
or city and county, as applicable, and the proposition includes
specified accountability requirements.
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SB 1

Atkins

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Natural Resources
and Water

Coastal resources: sea level rise.  Thee California Coastal
Act of 1976 establishes the California Coastal Commission
and provides for planning and regulation of development in
the coastal zone, as defined. The act requires the
commission, within 90 days after January 1, 1977, to adopt,
after public hearing, procedures for the preparation,
submission, approval, appeal, certification, and amendment
of a local coastal program, including a common methodology
for the preparation of, and the determination of the scope of,
the local coastal programs, as provided. This bill would also
include, as part of the procedures the commission is required
to adopt, recommendations and guidelines for the
identification, assessment, minimization, and mitigation of
sea level rise within each local coastal program, as provided.
The bill would delete the timeframe specified above by which
the commission is required to adopt these procedures.

SB 4

Gonzalez

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Energy, Utilities and
Communications

Communications: California Advanced Services Fund. 
Current law establishes the Governor’s Office of Business and
Economic Development, known as “GO-Biz,” within the
Governor’s office to serve the Governor as the lead entity for
economic strategy and the marketing of California on issues
relating to business development, private sector investment,
and economic growth. This bill would require the office to
coordinate with other relevant state and local agencies and
national organizations to explore ways to facilitate
streamlining of local land use approvals and construction
permit processes for projects related to broadband
infrastructure deployment and connectivity.

SB 5

Atkins

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Rules Housing: bond act.  Would state the intent of the Legislature
to enact legislation that would authorize the issuance of
bonds and would require the proceeds from the sale of those
bonds to be used to finance housing-related programs that
serve the homeless and extremely low income and very low
income Californians.

SB 6

Caballero

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Gov. & F. Local planning: housing: commercial zones.  The Planning
and Zoning Law requires each county and city to adopt a
comprehensive, long-term general plan for its physical
development, and the development of certain lands outside
its boundaries, that includes, among other mandatory
elements, a housing element. This bill, the Neighborhood
Homes Act, would deem a housing development project, as
defined, an allowable use on a neighborhood lot, which is
defined as a parcel within an office or retail commercial zone
that is not adjacent to an industrial use. The bill would
require the density for a housing development under these
provisions to meet or exceed the density deemed
appropriate to accommodate housing for lower income
households according to the type of local jurisdiction,
including a density of at least 20 units per acre for a
suburban jurisdiction.
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SB 7

Atkins

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Environmental Quality Environmental quality: Jobs and Economic Improvement
Through Environmental Leadership Act of 2021.  The
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead
agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause to be prepared, and
certify the completion of an environmental impact report (EIR)
on a project that the lead agency proposes to carry out or
approve that may have a significant effect on the
environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds that
the project will not have that effect. CEQA also requires a
lead agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a
project that may have a significant effect on the environment
if revisions in the project would avoid or mitigate that effect
and there is no substantial evidence that the project, as
revised, would have a significant effect on the environment.
CEQA authorizes the preparation of a master EIR and
authorizes the use of the master EIR to limit the
environmental review of subsequent projects that are
described in the master EIR, as specified. This bill would
require a lead agency to prepare a master EIR for a general
plan, plan amendment, plan element, or specific plan for
housing projects where the state has provided funding for
the preparation of the master EIR.

SB 8

Skinner

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Rules Density Bonus Law.  Would make a nonsubstantive change
to the definition of “development standard” for purposes of
the Density Bonus Law.

SB 9

Atkins

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Housing Housing development: approvals.  Would require a
proposed housing development containing 2 residential units
within a single-family residential zone to be considered
ministerially, without discretionary review or hearing, if the
proposed housing development meets certain requirements,
including, but not limited to, that the proposed housing
development would not require demolition or alteration of
housing that is subject to a recorded covenant, ordinance, or
law that restricts rents to levels affordable to persons and
families of moderate, low, or very low income, that the
proposed housing development does not allow for the
demolition of more than 25% of the existing exterior
structural walls, except as provided, and that the
development is not located within a historic district, is not
included on the State Historic Resources Inventory, or is not
within a site that is legally designated or listed as a city or
county landmark or historic property or district.
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SB 10

Wiener

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Housing Planning and zoning: housing development: density. 
Would, notwithstanding any local restrictions on adopting
zoning ordinances, authorize a local government to pass an
ordinance to zone any parcel for up to 10 units of residential
density per parcel, at a height specified in the ordinance, if
the parcel is located in a transit-rich area, a jobs-rich area, or
an urban infill site, as those terms are defined. In this regard,
the bill would require the Department of Housing and
Community Development, in consultation with the Office of
Planning and Research, to determine jobs-rich areas and
publish a map of those areas every 5 years, commencing
January 1, 2022, based on specified criteria. The bill would
specify that an ordinance adopted under these provisions is
not a project for purposes of the California Environmental
Quality Act. The bill would prohibit a residential or mixed-use
residential project consisting of 10 or more units that is
located on a parcel rezoned pursuant to these provisions
from being approved ministerially or by right.

SB 12

McGuire

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Gov. & F. Local government: planning and zoning: wildfires.  Current
law requires that the Office of Planning and Research, among
other things, coordinate with appropriate entities, including
state, regional, or local agencies, to establish a
clearinghouse for climate adaptation information for use by
state, regional, and local entities, as provided. This bill would
require the safety element, upon the next revision of the
housing element or the hazard mitigation plan, on or after
July 1, 2024, whichever occurs first, to be reviewed and
updated as necessary to include a comprehensive retrofit
strategy to reduce the risk of property loss and damage
during wildfires, as specified, and would require the planning
agency to submit the adopted strategy to the Office of
Planning and Research for inclusion into the above-described
clearinghouse.

SB 15

Portantino

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Housing Housing development: incentives: rezoning of idle retail
sites.  Current law establishes, among other housing
programs, the Workforce Housing Reward Program, which
requires the Department of Housing and Community
Development to make local assistance grants to cities,
counties, and cities and counties that provide land use
approval to housing developments that are affordable to very
low and low-income households. This bill, upon appropriation
by the Legislature in the annual Budget Act or other statute,
would require the department to administer a program to
provide incentives in the form of grants allocated as provided
to local governments that rezone idle sites used for a big box
retailer or a commercial shopping center to instead allow the
development of workforce housing
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SB 17

Pan

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Rules Public health crisis: racism.  Current law requires the Office
of Health Equity to develop department-wide plans to close
the gaps in health status and access to care among the
state’s diverse racial and ethnic communities, women,
persons with disabilities, and the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, and questioning communities, as
specified. Current law requires the office to work with the
Health in All Policies Task Force to assist state agencies and
departments in developing policies, systems, programs, and
environmental change strategies that have population health
impacts by, among other things, prioritizing building cross-
sectoral partnerships within and across departments and
agencies to change policies and practices to advance health
equity. This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to
enact legislation to require the department, in collaboration
with the Health in All Policies Program, the Office of Health
Equity, and other relevant departments, agencies, and
stakeholders, to address racism as a public health crisis.

SB 18

Skinner

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Energy, Utilities and
Communications

Green hydrogen.  Would require the State Air Resources
Board, by December 31, 2022, as a part of the scoping plan
and the state’s goal for carbon neutrality, to prepare a
strategic plan for accelerating the production and use of
green hydrogen, as defined, in California and an analysis of
how curtailed power could be better utilized to help meet the
state’s greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals.

SB 27

Skinner

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Environmental Quality Carbon sequestration: state goals: natural and working
lands: registry of projects.  Would require, no later than July
1, 2022, the Natural Resources Agency, in coordination with
the California Environmental Protection Agency, the State Air
Resources Board, and the Department of Food and
Agriculture, to establish carbon sequestration goals for
natural and working lands, as provided. The bill would require
the state board, as part of its scoping plan, to establish
specified carbon dioxide removal targets for 2030 and
beyond.

SB 30

Cortese

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Governmental
Organization

Building decarbonization.  Would, on or after January 1,
2022, prohibit a state agency from designing or constructing
a state facility that is connected to the natural gas grid. The
bill would require the department to develop the California
State Building Decarbonization Plan that will lead to the
operational carbon-neutrality of all state-owned buildings by
January 1, 2035. The bill would, except as provided, prohibit
state agencies from providing funding or other support for
projects for the construction of residential and nonresidential
buildings that are connected to the natural gas grid.
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SB 31

Cortese

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Energy, Utilities and
Communications

Building decarbonization.  Would require the State Energy
Resources Conservation and Development Commission to
identify and implement programs to promote existing and
new building decarbonization. The bill would, to the extent
clean energy or energy efficiency funds are made available
from the federal government to address economic recovery
and development due to the COVID-19 pandemic, authorize
the commission to expend federal moneys, to the extent
authorized by federal law, for projects for existing and new
building decarbonization. The bill would additionally require
the commission, under the EPIC program, to award funds for
projects that will benefit electricity ratepayers and lead to the
development and deployment of commercial and residential
building decarbonization technologies and investments that
reduce or eliminate greenhouse gas generation in those
buildings.

SB 32

Cortese

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Gov. & F. Energy: general plan: building decarbonization
requirements.  Would require a city or county to amend, by
January 1, 2023, the appropriate elements of its general plan
to include goals, policies, objectives, targets, and feasible
implementation strategies, as specified, to decarbonize newly
constructed commercial and residential buildings. The bill
would require a city or county to submit these draft general
plan amendments to the commission at least 45 days prior to
the adoption of the amendments. The bill would require the
legislative body of the city or county to consider the
commission’s advisory comments, if any, prior to adopting the
amendments.

SB 36

Skinner

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Rules Energy efficiency.  Current law authorizes the State Energy
Resources Conservation and Development Commission to
prescribe, by regulation, energy efficiency standards,
including appliance efficiency standards.This bill would make
nonsubstantive revisions to these provisions.

SB 44

Allen

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Environmental Quality California Environmental Quality Act: streamlined judicial
review: environmental leadership transit projects.  Would
require the Judicial Council, on or before April 1, 2022, to
adopt rules of court establishing procedures requiring actions
or proceedings seeking judicial review pursuant to CEQA or
the granting of project approvals, including any appeals to
the court of appeal or the Supreme Court, to be resolved, to
the extent feasible, within 270 days of the filing of the
certified record of proceedings with the court to an action or
proceeding seeking judicial review of the lead agency’s action
related to an environmental leadership transit project. The
bill would require the environmental leadership transit project
to meet certain labor requirements.
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SB 45

Portantino

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Natural Resources
and Water

Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought
Preparation, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2022. 
Would enact the Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water,
Drought Preparation, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2022,
which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the
issuance of bonds in the amount of $5,510,000,000 pursuant
to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects
for a wildfire prevention, safe drinking water, drought
preparation, and flood protection program.

SB 51

Durazo

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Appropriations Surplus residential property: sale procedures: City of Los
Angeles.  Would, with respect to surplus residential property
that is located within the City of Los Angeles, instead require
that if the surplus residential property is not sold to a former
owner or present occupant, as specified, the property be
offered at fair market value to purchasers who are present
tenants who have occupied the property for 5 years or more
and who are in good standing with all rent obligations
current and paid in full, with first right of occupancy to the
present occupants. If the surplus residential property is a
historic home, as defined, the bill would then require that the
property be offered to the city in which the property is
located or a nonprofit private entity dedicated to
rehabilitating and maintaining the historic home for public and
community access and use, subject to specified terms and
conditions.

SB 55

Stern

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Rules Very high fire hazard severity zone: state responsibility
area: development prohibition.  Would, in furtherance of
specified state housing production and wildfire mitigation
goals, prohibit the creation or approval of a new
development, as defined, in a very high fire hazard severity
zone or a state responsibility area. By imposing new duties
on local governments with respect to the approval of new
developments in very high fire hazard severity zones and
state responsibility areas, this bill would impose a state-
mandated local program.

SB 63

Stern

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Natural Resources
and Water

Fire prevention: vegetation management: public education:
grants: defensible space: fire hazard severity zones: forest
management.  Would, among other things, require the
Director of Forestry and Fire Protection to identify areas of
the state as moderate and high fire hazard severity zones
and would require a local agency to make this information
available for public review and comment, as provided. By
expanding the responsibility of a local agency, the bill would
impose a state-mandated local program.
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SB 66

Allen

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Rules California Council on the Future of Transportation:
advisory committee: autonomous vehicle technology. 
Would require the Secretary of Transportation to establish an
advisory committee, the California Council on the Future of
Transportation, to provide the Governor and the Legislature
with recommendations for changes in state policy to ensure
that as autonomous vehicles are deployed, they enhance the
state’s efforts to increase road safety, promote equity, and
meet public health and environmental objectives. The bill
would require the council to be chaired by the secretary and
consist of at least 22 additional members, selected by the
chair or designated, as specified, who represent, among
others, transportation workers, various state and local
agencies, and a disability rights organization.

SB 68

Becker

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Rules Building decarbonization.  Would state the intent of the
Legislature to enact subsequent legislation that will help the
state achieve its climate and air pollution reduction goals in
the building sector through actions such as reducing barriers
to upgrading electrical service panels or accommodating
additional electrical appliances within existing service panels.

SB 69

McGuire

Introduced
12/8/2020

Senate Transportation North Coast Railroad Authority: right-of-way: Great
Redwood Trail Agency: Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit
District.   Current law creates, within the Counties of
Sonoma and Marin, the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit
District, which is governed by a 12-member board of
directors, with specified duties and powers. Existing law
requires the district to work with specified authorities,
including the North Coast Railroad Authority, to achieve a
safe, efficient, and compatible system of passenger and
freight rail service and authorizes the district to, among other
things, provide a rail transit system for the provision of
freight service by rail and own, operate, manage, and
maintain a passenger rail system within the territory of the
district. This bill would require the authority, or a successor
agency, to convey and transfer all of its rights, interests,
privileges, and title, lien free, relating to the southern portion
of a specified right-of-way to the district, as provided.
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SB 83

Allen

Introduced
12/15/2020

Senate Natural Resources
and Water

California Infrastructure and Economic Development Bank:
Sea Level Rise Revolving Loan Program.  Would create the
Sea Level Rise Revolving Loan Program within the I-Bank to
provide low-interest loans to local jurisdictions for the
purchase of coastal properties in their jurisdictions identified
as vulnerable coastal property. The bill would require the
California Coastal Commission, before January 1, 2023, in
consultation with the California Coastal Commission, the
State Lands Commission, and any other applicable state,
federal, and local entities with relevant jurisdiction and
expertise, to determine criteria and guidelines for the
identification of vulnerable coastal properties eligible for
participation in the program. The bill would authorize
specified local jurisdictions to apply for, and be awarded, a
low-interest loan under the program if the local jurisdiction
develops and submits to the bank a vulnerable coastal
property plan.

SB 99

Dodd

Introduced
12/28/2020

Senate Energy, Utilities and
Communications

Community Energy Resilience Act of 2021.  Would set forth
guiding principles for plan development, including equitable
access to reliable energy, as provided, and integration with
other existing local planning documents. The bill would
require a plan to, among other things, ensure that a reliable
electricity supply is maintained at critical facilities and identify
areas most likely to experience a loss of electrical service.
This bill contains other related provisions.

SB 210

Wiener

Introduced
1/12/2021

Senate Judiciary Automated license plate recognition systems: use of data. 
Current law authorizes the Department of the California
Highway Patrol to retain license plate data captured by
license plate reader technology, also referred to as an
automated license plate recognition (ALPR) system, for not
more than 60 days unless the data is being used as evidence
or for the investigation of felonies. Current law authorizes
the department to share that data with law enforcement
agencies for specified purposes and requires both an ALPR
operator and an ALPR end user, as those terms are defined,
to implement a usage and privacy policy regarding that ALPR
information, as specified. Currentlaw requires that the usage
and privacy policy implemented by an ALPR operator or an
ALPR end user include the length of time ALPR information will
be retained and the process the ALPR operator and ALPR end
user will utilize to determine if and when to destroy retained
ALPR information. This bill would include in those usage and
privacy policies a requirement that ALPR data that does not
match a hot list be destroyed within 24 hours.
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SB 222

Dodd

Introduced
1/14/2021

Senate Environmental Quality Water Affordability Assistance Program.  Would establish
the Water Affordability Assistance Fund in the State Treasury
to help provide water affordability assistance, for both
drinking water and wastewater services, to low-income
ratepayers and ratepayers experiencing economic hardship in
California. The bill would make moneys in the fund available
upon appropriation by the Legislature to the state board to
provide, as part of the Water Affordability Assistance Program
established by the bill, direct water bill assistance, water bill
credits, water crisis assistance, affordability assistance, and
short-term assistance to public water systems to administer
program components.

SB 261

Allen

Introduced
1/27/2021

Senate Housing Regional transportation plans: sustainable communities
strategies.  current law requires certain transportation
planning agencies to prepare and adopt a regional
transportation plan directed at achieving a coordinated and
balanced regional transportation system. Certain of these
agencies are designated under federal law as metropolitan
planning organizations. Existing law requires that each
regional transportation plan include a sustainable
communities strategy developed to achieve greenhouse gas
emission reduction targets for the automobile and light truck
sector for 2020 and 2035 established by the State Air
Resources Board. This bill would require that the sustainable
communities strategy be developed to additionally achieve
greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for the
automobile and light truck sector for 2045 and 2050 and
vehicle miles traveled reduction targets for 2035, 2045, and
2050 established by the board. The bill would make various
conforming changes to integrate those additional targets into
regional transportation plans.

SB 290

Skinner

Introduced
2/1/2021

Senate Rules Density Bonus Law: qualifications for incentives or
concessions: student housing for lower income students:
moderate-income persons and families: local government
constraints.  Current law requires the amount of a density
bonus and the number of incentives or concessions a
qualifying developer receives to be pursuant to a certain
formula based on the total number of units in the housing
development, as specified. This bill would require a unit
designated to satisfy the inclusionary zoning requirements of
a city or county to be included in the total number of units on
which a density bonus and the number of incentives or
concessions are based. The bill would require a city or county
to grant one incentive or concession for a student housing
development project that will include at least 20% of the
total units for lower income students.
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SCA 2

Allen

Introduced
12/7/2020

Senate Rules Public housing projects.  The California Constitution
prohibits the development, construction, or acquisition of a
low-rent housing project, as defined, in any manner by any
state public body until a majority of the qualified electors of
the city, town, or county in which the development,
construction, or acquisition of the low-rent housing project is
proposed approve the project by voting in favor at an
election, as specified. This measure would repeal these
provisions.
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California State Legislative Calendar 2021 – Revised December 18, 2020 
 

 

January 
1 Statutes take effect (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)). 
10 Budget must be submitted by Governor (Art. IV, Sec. 12(a)) 
11 Legislature reconvenes (J.R. 51(a)(1)). 
18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
22 Last day to submit bill requests to the Office of Legislative Counsel. 
 

June 
1-4 Floor session only. No committee may meet for any purpose except Rules 
 Committee, bills referred pursuant to A.R. 77.2, and Conference 
 Committees (J.R. 61(a)(7)). 
4 Last day for each house to pass bills introduced in that house (J.R. 
 61(a)(8)). 
7 Committee meetings may resume (J.R. 61(a)(9)). 
15 Budget Bill must be passed by midnight (Art. IV, Sec. 12(c)(3)). 

 
February  
15 Presidents’ Day 
21 Last day for bills to be introduced (J.R. 61(a)(1), J.R. 54(a)). 
 

July 
2 Independence Day observed 
14 Last day for policy committees to meet and report bills (J.R. 61(a)(10-
 11)). 
16 Summer Recess begins upon adjournment of session, provided Budget 
 Bill has been passed (J.R. 51(a)(3)). 
 

March 
25 Spring Recess begins upon adjournment (J.R. 51(a)(2)). 
31 Cesar Chavez Day observed 
 

August 
16 Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess (J.R. 51(a)(3)). 
27 Last day for fiscal committees to meet and report bills (J.R. 61(a)(11-12)). 
30-10 Floor session only. No committees may meet for any purpose, except 
 Rules Committee, bills referred pursuant to A.R. 77.2, and Conference 
 Committees (J.R. 61(a)(12-13)). 
 

April 
5 Legislature reconvenes from Spring Recess (J.R. 51(a)(2)). 
30 Last day for policy committees to hear and report to fiscal committees 
 fiscal bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61(a)(2)). 
 
May 
7 Last day for policy committees to meet and report to the floor non-fiscal 
 bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61(a)(3)). 
14 Last day for policy committees to meet prior to June 7 (J.R. 61(a)(4)). 
21 Last day for fiscal committees to meet and report to the floor bills 
 introduced in their house (J.R. 61(a)(5)).  Last day for fiscal committees to 
 meet prior to June 7 (J.R. 61(a)(6)). 
31 Memorial Day 
 

September 
3 Last day to amend bills on the floor (J.R. 61(a)(13-14)). 
6 Labor Day 
10 Last day for each house to pass bills (J.R. 61(a)(14-15)). Interim Recess 
 begins upon adjournment (J.R. 51(a)(4)). 
 
October 
10 Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature on or 
 before Sept. 10 and in the Governor's possession after Sept. 10 (Art. IV, 
 Sec. 10(b)(1)). 
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117th United States Congress, First Session (Tentative) Calendar* 
 

 

 
January 
1 New Year’s Day 
3 House and Senate reconvene 
4-5 Senate district work period 
4 Electoral College 
7-19 Senate district work period 
11-15 House district work periods 
18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
20 Inauguration Day 
 

July 
1-4  House and Senate district work periods 
5 Independence Day (Observed) 
5-9 House and Senate district work periods 
 

February 
15 President’s Day 
15-19 House and Senate district work periods 
 

August 
2-27 House district work period 
9-31 Senate district work period 

March 
29-2 House district work periods 
29-9 Senate district work periods 
 

September 
1-10 Senate district work periods 
5 Labor Day 
6-8 House district work periods 
15-17 House district work periods 
16-17 Senate district work periods 
 

April 
1-9 House and Senate district work periods 
 

October 
11       Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
11-15 Senate district work periods 
 

May 
3-7  Senate district work periods 
31 Memorial Day 
31-4 House and Senate district work periods 
 

November 
1-8 House district work period 
8-12 Senate district work periods 
11 Veterans’ Day 
21-26 House district work periods 
22-26 Senate district work periods 
25 Thanksgiving Day 
 

June 
1-4 House and Senate district work periods 
28-9 Senate district work periods 

December 
13-31 House empty calendar 
13-31 Senate district work periods 
25 Christmas day 
 

 
Source: Senate & House of Representatives websites. *Dates are subject to change. 
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California Local & Regional Government Association Bill Position Resources 
 
League of California Cities (“the League”)  
https://www.cacities.org/Policy-Advocacy/Bill-Search  
 
California State Association of Counties (CSAC)  
https://www.counties.org/legislative-tracking  
 
California Association of Councils of Government (CALCOG)  
https://www.calcog.org/index.php?src=gendocs&ref=billtrack&link=billtrack 
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Metropolitan Transportation Commission and Association of Bay Area Governments 
Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee 

February 12, 2021 Agenda Item 3a 

Governor's Fiscal Year (FY) 2021-22 State Budget 

Subject:  Overview of transportation, housing, and resilience provisions in Governor's 
proposed budget. 

 
Overview: Governor Newsom's proposed $227 billion FY 2021-22 State Budget forecasts 

combined reserves and a surplus totaling $34 billion but forecasts a structural 
deficit of $8 billion in FY 2022-23 and growing in future years. To help address 
the pandemic's disproportionate impact on low-income families, the budget 
proposes $3 billion in immediate new aid to low-income working households that 
qualified for the earned income tax credit in 2019 and to small businesses and 
nonprofits. The Governor proposes augmenting the current FY 2020-21 budget 
year with "early action" items of supplemental appropriations this fiscal year. This 
memo summarizes the budget's key transportation, housing, homelessness, and 
climate/resilience proposals. 

 
Transportation:  Overall, the state's transportation programs budgeted $20.6 billion in FY 2021-22. 

While still growing slightly, gas tax revenues are forecast to be about $1.5 billion 
lower than pre-pandemic forecasts over the next three years.  California is 
estimated to receive approximately $912 million of the most recent federal 
COVID relief funding for highways, with $729 million available statewide and 
$183 million sub allocated to urbanized areas over 200,000 in population. These 
unanticipated federal funds present a potential funding opportunity for the Bay 
Area.  

 
The budget highlights the development of the Climate Action Plan for 
Transportation Infrastructure (CAPTI) by the California State Transportation 
Agency (CalSTA) working with Caltrans, the California Transportation 
Commission, the Department of Finance and other agencies by July 15, 2021 to 
implement the Governor's transportation-related climate Executive Orders (N-19-
19 and N-79-20). The CAPTI is anticipated to "identify the actions necessary to 
change the state's transportation project planning and programming to reach 
California's climate change goals," presenting an essential opportunity for 
engagement by MTC and other Bay Area transportation stakeholders.  
 
The budget estimates the following amounts for core transit programs in FY 
2021-22  
• $667 million for State Transit Assistance, a $23 million increase from the 

current year but $112 million less than FY 2019-20 
• $487 million for Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (funded by Cap 

and Trade pursuant to current law) 
• $107 million for Low Carbon Transit Operations Program (funded by Cap and 

Trade pursuant to existing law) 
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Notably, the budget indicates the Newsom Administration's support for regulatory 
and reporting relief related to the Transportation Development Act (TDA), to 
remove farebox recovery and efficiency requirements that are currently infeasible 
due to the loss of ridership during the pandemic. This has also been a priority for 
the California Transit Association and is a priority item in our 2021 Advocacy 
Program. 
 
Transportation Electrification The budget includes support for the state's zero-
emission vehicle (ZEV) goal for 2035. Specifically, it includes $1.5 billion for the 
infrastructure and incentives to implement that state's ZEV goals.  
• $1 billion for the construction of electric vehicle charging and hydrogen 

fueling stations backed by registration fee revenue. 
• $465 million in one-time Cap and Trade revenues toward vehicle rebates, 

including for zero-emission buses 
• $50 million for ZEV charging at state facilities   

 
Affordable 
Housing:  The budget proposes to augment affordable housing production funding as 

follows:  
• $500 million for the Infill Infrastructure Grant Program (IIG), including $250 

million for early action 
• $500 million in additional low-income housing tax credits, consistent with 

prior year augmentations 
• $426 million for Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC, 

funded by Cap and Trade pursuant to current law) 
 

New Emphasis on Enforcement of State Housing Law A recent report by the 
California State Auditor criticized the state's confusing web of affordable housing 
programs and mismanagement of bond funds and recommended simplifying the 
state's housing funding programs with strengthening state oversight of local 
jurisdictions' compliance with state housing law.  The budget includes the 
following related items:  
• An additional $4.3 million for the Department of Housing and Community 

Development (HCD) to provide technical assistance to help local governments 
meet planning and zoning requirements.  

• Establishment of a new Housing Accountability Unit within HCD to 
"facilitate affordable housing production through monitoring, technical 
assistance and enforcement of existing housing production laws."  

• An additional $2.7 million for HCD to implement AB 434 (Daly, 2020), 
which requires coordination of the Transit-Oriented Development 
Implementation Program with the Multifamily Housing Program to streamline 
the rules and grant process.  

• Update that HCD's promulgation of "pro housing" regulations for local 
agencies will be released in early 2021. Pursuant to AB 101 (trailer bill to the 
FY 2019-20 State Budget), the department is required to adopt criteria for a 
jurisdiction to qualify as "pro housing," which, if met, will give a jurisdiction 
priority in the receipt of various housing funds, including AHSC and IIG. 
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• $2 million for the Department of Fair Employment and Housing to conduct 
outreach education campaigns, housing surveys and prosecute violations of 
anti-housing discrimination laws.  
 

Environmental Justice/Brownfield Redevelopment The budget includes $300 
million for toxic site cleanup of contaminated properties across the state.  The 
budget creates incentives for the sites to be cleaned up and developed for housing. 
Sites will be prioritized based on public health risk criteria. 

 

Tenant Protection The budget notes that approximately $2.6 billion of the $25 
billion in recent federal COVID relief funds are estimated to come to CA, split 
between local governments with populations over 200,000 and the state. These 
funds will be used to support low-income tenants with income below 80% of Area 
Medium Income (AMI) with a priority for those under 50% AMI. Funds can be 
used for rent or past-due utilities. Additionally, the budget proposes $331 million 
in National Mortgage Settlement funds to help prevent avoidable foreclosures and 
evictions. It will be important for MTC/ABAG and other Bay Area housing 
stakeholders to advocate for the region to receive a sufficient share of the state-
controlled tenant and mortgage protection funding. 

 
Homelessness:  Overall, the budget proposes $2 billion to help combat homelessness. California's 

Homekey program, which was funded by federal CARES Act funds, resulted in 
the award of $846 million to 51 local agencies to secure over 6,000 units of 
permanent housing for formerly homeless individuals and families. The budget 
includes $1.75 billion to purchase additional motels, develop short-term 
community mental health facilities, and purchase or preserve seniors' housing.  
• $750 million, including $250 million for local governments' early action to 

purchase and rehabilitate housing, including hotels, motels, vacant apartment 
buildings and other buildings, and convert it to interim or permanent housing. 
The Administration proposes extending streamlining provisions authorized in 
2020 to these early-action funds.   

• $750 million over three years for competitive grants for counties for 
acquisition or rehabilitation of property to expand community-based 
behavioral health treatment options.  

• $250 million for counties for acquisition or rehabilitation to preserve and 
expand facilities for low-income seniors  
 

The budget also includes $12.4 million for Caltrans to assist with the state 
highway system's homelessness encampment cleanup. 

 
Resilience:  The budget summary's economic outlook chapter notes the continued risk that 

climate change imposes on the state, with wildfires likely to affect individuals' 
and businesses' decisions about where to reside and conduct business, which in 
turn, could affect the growth of regions most at risk as well as those regularly 
impacted by smoke. The budget likewise acknowledges that rising sea levels may 
introduce new challenges to coastal communities. 
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To enhance the state's readiness for further wildfires, the budget includes $1 
billion to support a joint forest health and fire prevention strategy. This includes 
$323 million in early action to begin prevention efforts before the next fire 
season.  Significant resources are directed towards stewardship of state-owned 
land and prevention strategies in high-risk regions. In addition, the Governor 
proposes both one-time and ongoing increases in funding to support 30 additional 
fire crews for CAL FIRE and the California Conservation Corps.  

The budget continues to invest in the California Earthquake Early Warning 
System, proposing $17.3 million. Following years of research and development, 
the system began its initial operation in October 2019 and is anticipated to be 
fully operational by June 2021. 

Recommendation:  Information 

Attachments:  None. 

Therese W. McMillan 
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Metropolitan Transportation Commission and Association of Bay Area Governments 
Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee 

February 12, 2021 Agenda Item 3b 

Senate Bill 10 (Wiener): Housing Approval Streamlining Tool 

Subject:  Optional tool for local governments to streamline a parcel's upzoning located in 
transit-rich or jobs-rich locations or on urban infill sites. 

 
Overview: Senate Bill 10 (Wiener) is a reintroduction of SB 902 (Wiener) from 2020, which 

MTC and ABAG supported. The bill passed the Senate and the Assembly Local 
Government Committee but was held in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 
SB 10 contains the same language as the final version of SB 902, except for adding 
exceptions for parcels located in very high or high fire hazard severity zones.  

 
SB 10 would enable a local government to pass an upzoning ordinance for a parcel 
located in a transit-rich area, an area with higher-than-average proximity to jobs, or 
an urban infill site to up to 10 housing units per parcel, subject to height limits 
determined by the local government. The bill would provide that such zoning 
ordinance would be subject to the local jurisdiction's approval and would not require 
review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  

  
The bill defines transit-rich areas as follows: those within ½-mile of a major transit 
stop or high-quality bus corridor with minimum weekday and weekend service 
intervals). Jobs-rich areas would be defined by the Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD) in consultation with the Office of Planning and 
Research and are required to be both high opportunity (associated with positive 
educational and economic outcomes for households of all income levels residing in 
the tract) and either jobs rich (higher than average proximity to jobs for the region) or 
in a location that would enable shorter commutes for residents relative to existing 
commute patterns and jobs-housing fit. The bill defines an "urban infill site" as 
meeting the following three criteria: 1) only applicable on a parcel located in a city 
that has urbanized areas or urban clusters or, if in an unincorporated area, a parcel 
that is itself located in an urbanized area or urban cluster; 2) a site in which at least 75 
percent of the perimeter adjoins parcels with urban uses; 3) a site zoned for 
residential or mixed-use development with at least two-thirds of the development 
designated for residential use.  
 

Recommendation:  Support 
 
Discussion: Under current Housing Element law, cities and counties must update their housing 

elements each cycle of the Regional Housing Need Allocation (RHNA) to 
demonstrate that they can accommodate their share of housing needs at all income 
levels. Updates to the housing element in the form of zoning changes are currently 
considered a "project" under CEQA. By allowing modest upzoning to be approved 
via an ordinance, SB 10 would give local jurisdictions the ability to accelerate the 
planning process, at their discretion, to help accommodate increased housing near 
transit and jobs. Because SB 10 is almost identical to SB 902, which MTC and 
ABAG supported last year, and is consistent with our 2021 Advocacy Program (Item 
3B) to support legislation "to boost housing density near jobs-rich, high quality transit 
and high resource areas with reasonable local flexibility provided," we recommend a 
support position on the bill.  

  

https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2021_Final_Advocacy_Program.pdf
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Bill Positions: Support: California YIMBY, LA Business Council and the Valley Industry and 
Commerce Association 

Oppose: None on file  

Attachments: Attachment A: Bill positions on SB 902 (Wiener, 2020) 

Therese W. McMillan 
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Bill Position on SB 902(Wiener, 2020) – almost identical to SB 10 (Wiener, 2021) 

Note: This list is illustrative of organizations that might support SB 10 but since the bill was 
just introduced, they (like MTC/ABAG) have yet to submit official position letters.  

Support Opposition 

California YIMBY [SPONSOR] 
350 Bay Area Action 
350 Sacramento 
All Home 
American Planning Association, California 
Chapter 
Associated Builders and Contractors Northern 
California Chapter 
Association of Bay Area Governments 
(ABAG) 
Bay Area Council 
Bay Area Housing Advocacy Coalition 
BRIDGE Housing Corporation 
California Apartment Association 
California Association of Realtors 
California Building Industry Association 
California Chamber of Commerce 
California Community Builders and The Two 
Hundred 
California Downtown Association 
Central City Association 
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative 
City of Fullerton  
City of Oakland 
Council of Infill Builders 
East Bay for Everyone 
Facebook 
Generation Housing 
Habitat for Humanity California 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce 
Hollywood YIMBY 
House Sacramento 
League of Women Voters of California 
Livable Sunnyvale 
Los Angeles Business Council 
Los Angeles County Business Federation 
(BIZFED) 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Monterey Peninsula Renters United 
New Pointe Communities 

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 
Angeles Mesa Homeowners Community 
Group 
Brentwood Homeowners Association 
Brynhurst Avenue Block Club 
California State Association of Electrical 
Workers 
California State Pipe Trades Council 
Cherrywood Leimert Park Block Club 
Cities Association of Santa Clara County 
Citizens Preserving Venice 
Citizens Protecting San Pedro 
Cities of El Segundo, Hidden Hills, Rancho 
Palos Verdes, Redondo Beach, Saratoga,  
      Thousand Oaks, and Torrance 
Communities United CD7 
Comstock Hills Homeowners Association 
Contra Costa Taxpayers Association 
Coral Tree Endowment Fund 
Families of Park Mesa Heights 
Federation of Hillside and Canyon 
Associations 
Franklin Corridor Coalition 
Friends of Sunset Park 
Grayburn Avenue Block Club 
Graylawn Neighbors for Quality of Life 
International Elevator Constructors Union 
Leimert Park - Edgehill Drive Residents 
Association 
Livable Riverside & Moreno Valley 
Mission Street Neighbors 
New Livable California Dba Livable 
California 
Noe Neighborhood Council 
North Santa Ana Preservation Alliance 
Northeast San Fernando Valley Activists 
Orange County Council of Governments 
Protecting Our Foothill Community 
Riviera Homeowners Association 
Shadow Hills Property Owners Association 
Sherman Oaks Homeowners Association 
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Non-Profit Housing Association of Northern 
California 
North County YIMBY 
Orange County Business Council 
Peninsula for Everyone 
Salesforce.com 
San Francisco Bay Area Planning and Urban 
Research Association (SPUR) 
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 
(BART) 
San Francisco Housing Action Coalition 
Santa Cruz YIMBY 
Schneider Electric 
Silicon Valley At Home (SV@HOME) 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
SLO County YIMBY 
South Bay YIMBY 
South California Rental Housing Association 
South Pasadena Residents for Responsible 
Growth 
Sv@home Action Fund 
Techequity Collaborative 
The Greenlining Institute 
The Two Hundred 
TMG Partners 
Up for Growth 
Valley Industry & Commerce Association 
Ventura County YIMBY 
Westside Young Democrats 
YIMBY Action 
YIMBY Democrats of San Diego County 
YIMBY Voice 
Zillow Group 
 

Southeast Torrance Homeowners' Association, 
Inc. (SETHA) 
Sunnyvale Neighbors 
Sunset-Parkside Education and Action 
Committee (SPEAK) 
Sustainable Tamalmonte 
Tamalpais Design Review Board 
Tarzana Property Owners Association 
Telegraph Hill Dwellers 
Victoria/54th Ave Block Club 
View Heights Block Club 
WCH Association 
Western States Council of Sheet Metal 
Workers 
Westwood Hills Property Owners Association 
Wilshire Montana Neighborhood Coalition 
Bay Area Transportation Working Group 
California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO 
California State Council of Laborers 
California Teamsters Public Affairs Council 
Cities of Agoura Hills, Cupertino, Dublin, 
Livermore, Pleasanton, and San Ramon 
International Union of Elevator Constructors 
International Union of Operating Engineers, 
Cal-Nevada Conference 
Pacific Palisades Community Council 
State Building & Construction Trades Council 
of California 
Town of Danville 
Transportation Solutions Defense and 
Education Fund 
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Metropolitan Transportation Commission and Association of Bay Area Governments 
Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee 

February 12, 2021 Agenda Item 3c 

Senate Bill 7 (Atkins): Extension of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Judicial Review Streamlining Authority 

Subject:  Restores an expired authorization for streamlined judicial review and adds eligible 
specified housing projects consistent with a region’s sustainable communities 
strategy, and dedicates at least 15 percent of the units to lower-income 
households. 

 
Overview: SB 7 is a reintroduction of SB 995, which MTC and ABAG supported last year 

but died on the last day of last year’s legislative session. It extends until January 
1, 2024, the Jobs and Economic Improvement Through Environmental Leadership 
Act of 2011—initially authorized by Assembly Bill 900 (Buchanan, 2011)—and 
adds as a new category eligible for streamlined review housing projects meeting 
the following criteria:  

• Located on an infill site and consistent with the policies specified for the 
project area in a region’s sustainable communities strategy  

• Will invest between $15 million to $100 million in California 
• At least 15 percent of the units dedicated to lower-income households 
• Satisfy specified labor requirements, including that the project be 

constructed with a “skilled and trained workforce.”1   
The bill is proposed as an urgency statute to take effect immediately.  
 
Changes from SB 995 SB 7 adds a new requirement applicable to housing 
developments that want to take advantage of the streamlining - they must 
“unbundle” the parking that is offered unless doing so conflicts with a local 
ordinance. Unbundling is a strategy that can make housing more affordable by 
allowing the buyer or renter to choose whether to pay for parking or opt-out and 
keep the savings. The bill also adds a notice requirement for projects that intend 
to take advantage of the streamlining option and a legislative review mechanism 
whereby projects approved by the Governor as eligible must be submitted to the 
Joint Legislative Budget Committee for concur nonconcurrence.  
 

Background:  In 2011, the Legislature enacted AB 900, establishing specified administrative 
and judicial review procedures for CEQA challenges to certain residential, retail, 
commercial, sports, cultural, entertainment, or recreational use projects, known as 
Environmental Leadership Development Projects (ELDP). In April 2019, the 
Senate Office of Research released a report describing projects that have qualified 
for expedited CEQA judicial review pursuant to AB 900. According to the report, 
10 of the 19 ELDPs have included a housing component.  

  

 
1 Under the Public Contract Code 2601, skilled and trained is defined as requiring that projects constructed after January 1, 
2020 be constructed by a workforce at least 60 percent of whom are graduates of apprenticeship programs for the applicable 
occupation, with some exceptions.  

http://www.leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=2601.&lawCode=PCC
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Discussion: 

Under the expired law, there was no minimum share of units that had be dedicated 
to lower-income households, and housing projects must be certified as Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design-gold (LEED-gold) or better by the United 
States Green Building Council.  

Accelerate Affordable Housing In addition to extending the program, the most 
significant change proposed by SB 7 is to add lower-cost affordable housing 
developments (with a minimum cost of $15 million but less than $100 million) 
that do not require LEED-Gold certification as eligible for the streamlined judicial 
review.  

Increased Certainty A desired benefit of the expedited judicial review under the 
AB 900 statute was a requirement that any CEQA-related judicial review, 
including appeals, be resolved within 270 days from the certification of the 
administrative record. This timeline itself was subject to dispute, so SB 7 would 
make a technical amendment clarifying that the 270-day target for resolving 
challenges to CEQA to a certified environmental impact report be resolved in 270 
“business days” of filing. The bill also clarifies that the timeline applies to both 
appeals to the Court of Appeal and the state Supreme Court.  

As noted in the Senate Floor Analysis, the existing AB 900 process has had a 
relatively modest impact, likely due to the high threshold requirement of LEED-
Gold certification and $100 minimum investment. With the addition of affordable 
housing projects costing a minimum of $15 million and removal of the LEED-
Gold certification, many more projects will qualify. Notably, SB 7 does not 
exempt affordable housing projects from environmental review under CEQA. 
Instead, the bill provides a means to expedite the resolution of any legal 
challenges after a project sponsor has completed the environmental review 
process.  Consistent with our prior support of SB 995 last year and our 2021 
Advocacy Program’s goal (4B) to pursue CEQA streamlining for housing projects 
consistent with local and regional plans, staff recommends a support position on 
SB 7.    

Recommendation:  Support 

Bill Positions: Not available 

Attachments:  Attachment A: Bill positions on SB 995 (Atkins, 2020) 

Therese W. McMillan 

https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2021_Final_Advocacy_Program.pdf
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2021_Final_Advocacy_Program.pdf
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Bill Position on SB 995 (Atkins, 2020) – almost identical to SB 7 (Atkins, 2021) 

Note: This list is illustrative of organizations that might support SB 7 but since the bill was just 
introduced they (like MTC/ABAG) have yet to submit official position letters.  

Support Opposition 

Association of Bay Area Governments 
Bay Area Council 
Bay Area Housing Advocacy Coalition 
Bridge Housing Corporation 
California Apartment Association 
California Association of Realtors 
California Chamber of Commerce 
California State Council of Laborers 
California Yimby 
City of San Diego 
Civil Justice Association of California 
Council of Infill Builders 
Downtown San Diego Partnership 
Facebook 
Habitat for Humanity California 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
San Diego County Supervisor Greg Cox San 
Diego County Supervisor Nathan Fletcher 
San Diego Regional Economic Development 
Corporation 
San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce 
San Francisco Housing Action Coalition 
Schneider Electric 
Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
South Pasadena Residents for Responsible Growth 
State Building & Construction Trades Council of 
California 
Silicon Valley at Home 
The Two Hundred 
Unite Here 
Up for Growth 
Valley Industry & Commerce Association 
Yucca Argyle Project 

 

Angeles Mesa Homeowners Community Group 
Associated Builders and Contractors - Northern 
California Chapter (unless amended)Associated 
Builders and Contractors - Southern California 
Chapter 
By the Beach Tamarack Group 
California Environmental Justice Alliance (unless 
amended)  
California League of Conservation Voters (unless 
amended) 
Center for Biological Diversity (unless amended) 
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment 
(unless amended) 
Cherrywood Leimert Park Block Club 
Citizens Preserving Venice 
Citizens Protecting San Pedro 
City of Hidden Hills 
City of Redondo Beach 
Communities United CD7 
Comstock Hills Homeowners Association 
Families of Park Mesa Heights 
Federation of Hillside and Canyon Associations 
Franklin Corridor Coalition 
Friends of Sunset Park 
Graylawn Neighbors for Quality of Life 
Hyde Park Organizational Partnership for 
Empowerment 
Leadership Counsel for Justice & Accountability 
(unless amended) 
Leimert Park - Edgehill Drive Residents 
Association 
Livable Riverside & Moreno Valley 
Mission Street Neighbors 
New Livable California 
North Santa Ana Preservation Alliance 
Northeast San Fernando Valley Activists 
Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los Angeles 
(unless amended) 
Planning and Conservation League (unless 
amended) 
Preserve Saratoga 
Protecting our Foothill Community 
Riviera Homeowners Association 
Shadow Hills Property Owners Association 
Sierra Club California (unless amended) 
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Southeast Torrance Homeowners' Association 
Sunset-Parkside Education and Action Committee 
(SPEAK) 
Sustainable Tamalmonte 
Tamalpais Design Review Board 
Tarzana Property Owners Association 
Victoria/54th Avenue Block Club 
View Heights Block Club 
WCH Association 
Western Electrical Contractors Association 
Western Quadrant of North Leimert Park 
Wilshire Montana Neighborhood Coalition 
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Metropolitan Transportation Commission and Association of Bay Area Governments 
Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee 

February 12th, 2021 Agenda Item 4a 
Washington D.C. Legislative Update 

Subject: January 2021 Report from Washington, D.C. advocate. 

Recommendation: Information 

Attachments: Attachment A: Summit Strategies Team Report – January 2021 
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440 1st Street, NW, Suite 440 
Washington, DC  20001 

(202) 638-3307 main 
(202) 595-9192 fax 

www.summitstrategies.us 

Memorandum  
From: Summit Strategies Team  
To: Therese McMillan, MTC Executive Director  
Date: February 4, 2021 
Subject: Federal Policy Monthly Report  
 

• Overview 
• Biden's COVID Relief Proposal 
• Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act Reauthorization 
• 117th Congress and Relevant Changes 
• Biden's Climate Policy Invests Heavily in Transportation and Infrastructure 
• Pete Buttigieg Confirmation and Other Key United States Department of Transportation 

(DOT) Appointments 
• Housing Policy in the Biden Administration 
• Marcia Fudge and Other Key Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Appointments 
• Competitive Grants Update  

o Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Announces Expedited Project Delivery Pilot 
Program Allocation 

o Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Announces COVID Relief Funding to 
Support Public Transportation Systems 

o Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Announces Public Transportation COVID-
19 Research Demonstration Program Grants 

• National Transportation News Roundup 
 
Below is a status update on issues of interest to MTC, and actions we have taken.  
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Biden’s COVID Relief Proposal  

President Joe Biden has consistently emphasized his desire to prioritize additional COVID relief 
legislation in the 117th Congress. In the week before his inauguration, Biden released a $1.9 trillion 
proposal that simultaneously provides critical economic stimulus and counters the raging public health 
crisis. It includes $350 billion for state, local, and tribal governments, an additional $20 billion to 
support transit agencies that have been severely impacted by the COVID pandemic, $25 billion for 
rental assistance, and $5 billion for securing housing for those at risk of homelessness. It also includes 
$1,400 direct payments to individuals, $130 billion to support safely reopening schools, $160 billion for 
vaccine deployment and testing, and an increase in the boosted unemployment benefit to $400 and an 
extension of the program past the rapidly approaching March deadline. It also extends the eviction 
moratorium through September 30, 2021. 

It is unclear if the Senate Democrats can overcome Republican opposition to the proposal as 
currently outlined. Without significant Republican buy-in, Democrats will likely turn to the budget 
reconciliation to circumvent the need to secure 60 votes to overcome a filibuster. Senator Bernie Sanders 
(I-VT), who will be the new chair of the Senate Budget Committee, has already indicated that he hopes 
to use the process to enact aid as quickly as possible. However, moderates in the caucus may balk at 
some elements in the package. While Democrats in the House and the Senate prepare the legislative 
language, a group of ten Republican Senators (the number needed to overcome a filibuster) put forward 
their own $600 billion proposal and meet with the White House this week to see if a compromise is 
possible. This proposal does not include many of the Biden proposal's key provisions, including funding 
for transit or state and local governments.  

With essential COVID relief provisions – such as expanded emergency unemployment - set to 
expire on March 14, 2021, House Democratic leaders plan to move relief legislation as quickly as 
possible. House Democrats plan to consider a fiscal 2021 budget resolution on the floor next week, 
including reconciliation instructions that would enable COVID relief legislation to be considered under 
the expedited procedures if the proposal cannot secure 60 votes in the Senate.  

Throughout this process, your team has been in regular contact with House and Senate leadership 
and the appropriations and authorization committees to advocate for MTC’s priorities.  

 
Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act Reauthorization 

Last year, after failing to reauthorize the surface transportation reauthorization, a one-year 
extension was signed into law, extending all programs until the end of September 2021. The House, 
Senate, and Biden administration have stated that reauthorizing the FAST Act remains a top priority. We 
anticipate that movement will begin soon in both the House and the Senate, but surface transportation 
reauthorization is likely to take a backseat to COVID relief. We have been in regular contact with House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee regarding MTC’s priorities. We have continued outreach to 
the staff for the new Chairs of the Senate Environment and Public Works and Banking Committees.   
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117th Congress and Relevant Changes 

The 117th Congress of the United States convened on January 3, 2021. In addition to electing a 
new President, the 2020 national election produced ten new members in the Senate and 60 new members 
in the House. Below are relevant new members of Congress in the Senate and House. 
 
The Senate 

Democrats Jon Ossof and Raphael Warnock defeated GOP incumbents David Perdue and Kelly 
Loeffler, providing Democrats with a narrow majority through Vice President Kamala Harris’s tie-
breaking vote in a 50-50 Senate. Alex Padilla (D-CA) was appointed to the Senate seat formerly held by 
Vice President Kamala Harris. In positive news for California, Senator Padilla has joined the 
Environment and Public Works, Judiciary, Rules, and Budget Committees.  
 
The House of Representatives 

Although their majority shrank, the House remains in Democratic control, and Nancy Pelosi 
remains the Speaker of the House. The election saw several new California members, including some 
familiar faces returning to the chamber. Freshman California members include Jay Obernolte (R-CA-8), 
David Valadao (R-CA-21), Young Kim (R-CA-39), Michelle Steel (R-CA-48), Darrell Issa (R-CA-50), 
and Sara Jacobs (D-CA-53). 

 
Biden’s Climate Policy Invests Heavily in Transportation and Infrastructure 

Throughout his campaign, President Biden produced a robust climate policy platform that called for 
investing more than $2 trillion over the next decade to decarbonize the U.S. economy. He has continued 
to demonstrate his commitment to climate policy through an early spate of executive actions. These 
initiatives seek to facilitate the adoption of clean vehicles and end fossil fuel subsidies, and include the 
following specific provisions: 

• A shift to zero-emission vehicles for federal, state, local, and tribal government fleets, including 
the United States Postal Service vehicles 

• A “pause” on new oil and natural gas leases on public lands or in offshore waters pending a 
comprehensive review 

• The elimination of federal subsidies for fossil fuels 
• A sustainable infrastructure initiative with the White House Council on Environmental Quality 

and OMB working to ensure that federal infrastructure investment reduces climate pollution 
• A reversal of Trump-era permitting rules that stopped federal agencies from considering the 

effects of greenhouse gas emissions and climate change in their environmental reviews 
• The establishment of a Civilian Climate Corps 
• An environmental justice initiative working to ensure that 40 percent of the benefits of federal 

investments in energy, transit, and other programs flow to disadvantaged communities 
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• Inclusion of the United States Department of Transportation secretary on task forces, working 
groups and interagency councils focused on climate, environmental justice and the economic 
revitalization of coal and power plant communities 

Infrastructure policy provides another avenue for the Biden administration to enact meaningful 
climate policy, and we expect the surface transportation bill to include climate-related provisions. 

 
Pete Buttigieg Confirmation and Other Key United States Department of Transportation (DOT) 
Appointments 

Pete Buttigieg was confirmed as Secretary of Transportation on February 2, 2021, after receiving 
bipartisan praise after his confirmation hearing, including many Republicans who backed his 
confirmation. Other notable leadership positions in the DOT include Polly Trottenberg, Stephanie 
Pollack, and Nuria Fernandez. Trottenberg will serve as the DOT Deputy Secretary under Buttigieg. She 
brings a wealth of experience to the department with her work as Commissioner of the New York City 
Department of Transportation from 2014 - 2020, following time with DOT, and as a transportation 
policy aide for Senator Boxer. Pollack will serve as Deputy Administrator of the Federal Highway 
Administration. Pollack is currently secretary and CEO of the Massachusetts DOT. Fernandez has been 
tapped for Deputy Administrator of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). Reports indicate she will 
later be named Administrator. As you know, Fernandez is very familiar with Bay Area transportation 
issues, having recently served as the CEO and General Manager of Santa Clara Valley Transportation 
Authority. She also held a leadership position for the New York Metropolitan Transportation Authority.  

 
Housing Policy in the Biden Administration 

Housing policy featured more prominently in the Democratic presidential primary and, to a 
lesser extent, the general election than it typically does. President Biden joined his rivals in producing an 
ambitious housing policy platform, which included significantly expanding the Section 8 Housing 
Voucher program, creating the First Down Payment Tax Credit, increasing renter tax credits, 
strengthening eviction protections, and promoting deregulatory land-use policies to enhance racial 
equity. Given Democrats’ narrow majority, there will be limited ability to implement ambitious housing 
initiatives. However, Biden has already signed an executive order prompting HUD to address and 
monitor systemic racism in the housing market. 

 
Marcia Fudge and Other Key Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Appointments 

President Biden nominated Ohio Rep. Marcia Fudge to be Secretary of HUD. After she is likely 
confirmed, Rep. Fudge will confront the immediate challenge of keeping millions of Americans from 
losing their homes amid the coronavirus pandemic while also ending the discriminatory housing policies 
that perpetuate racial segregation. As HUD Secretary, she is expected to reinstate the Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair Housing rule, allowing HUD to suspend housing grants and other federal support to 
municipalities that fail to combat housing discrimination actively. When asked about it during her 
confirmation hearing Thursday, she said that she intends to follow “laws and the rules” when reviewing 
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the rule and supports strengthening the ability of HUD and private third parties to bring an end to 
housing discrimination claims. 

HUD Chief of Staff Jenn Jones announced several top appointments at the agency on Tuesday. 
Sarah Brundage will be the deputy assistant secretary for congressional relations. Ben Winter, former 
chief housing officer for Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, will serve as deputy assistant secretary for 
policy development. HUD’s White House liaison will be Analysse Escobar, the former Colorado 
political director for the Biden campaign. Joe Carlile, the former top Democratic staffer on the House 
Appropriations Transportation-HUD Subcommittee, will be a senior adviser to the secretary. Jones also 
confirmed new appointments to the Office of General Counsel. HUD’s new principal deputy general 
counsel will be Damon Smith, a former acting general counsel at HUD. Deputy general counsel for 
enforcement will be Sasha Samberg-Champion, a former appellate attorney in the Department of 
Justice’s Civil Rights Division. Elly Kugler, former senior counsel and legislative assistant for Rep. 
Pramila Jayapal (D-WA), will take on the role of HUD senior counsel. 
 

Competitive Grants Update 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Announces Expedited Project Delivery Pilot Program 
Allocation 

On Monday, January 11, 2021, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s FTA announced the 
second allocation of Expedited Project Delivery Pilot Program funding to the Santa Clara Valley 
Transportation Authority in Santa Clara County, California. The second allocation provided $125 
million, following $100 million in the first allocation in 2019.    
 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Announces COVID Relief Funding to Support Public 
Transportation Systems 

On Monday, January 11, 2021, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s FTA announced $14 
billion in federal funding allocations to provide emergency assistance to public transportation systems 
impacted by the COVID pandemic. FTA is allocating $14 billion to recipients of urbanized area and 
rural area formula funds, with $13.27 billion allocated to large and small urban areas, $678.2 million 
allocated to rural areas and tribes, and $50 million allocated for the enhanced mobility of seniors and 
individuals with disabilities. Frequently asked questions can be found here 
https://www.transit.dot.gov/frequently-asked-questions-fta-grantees-regarding-coronavirus-disease-
2019-covid-19  
  

https://www.transit.dot.gov/frequently-asked-questions-fta-grantees-regarding-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.transit.dot.gov/frequently-asked-questions-fta-grantees-regarding-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
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Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Announces Public Transportation COVID-19 Research 
Demonstration Program Grants 

On Tuesday, January 19, 2021, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s FTA announced the 
award of $15.8 million in Public Transportation COVID-19 Research Demonstration Program funding 
to 37 projects in 35 states, including a grant of $450,000 for San Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency (the only California recipient) to assist with ridership projections and messaging. The complete 
list of awarded projects can be found here https://www.transit.dot.gov/research-innovation/public-
transportation-covid-19-research-demonstration-grant-program-selected  

 
National Transportation News Roundup  

• The pandemic could devastate mass transit in the U.S. — and not for the reason you think. 
Politico 
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/01/24/coronavirus-effect-mass-transit-461658 
 

• Transformative Infrastructure Plan Emerges on Biden’s Agenda. Transport Topics 
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/transformative-infrastructure-plan-emerges-bidens-agenda 

 
• Mayors Press Biden's Transportation Nominee on Direct Funding for Cities. RouteFifty 

https://www.route-fifty.com/infrastructure/2021/01/mayors-press-buttigieg-direct-funding-
cities/171593/  
 

• Transportation officials weigh options to enforce Biden's mask requirement for travelers. CNN 
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/24/politics/biden-travel-mask-requirement-
enforcement/index.html 
 

• Pete Buttigieg wins Senate committee vote as Biden Transportation secretary. Reuters 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-biden-transportation/pete-buttigieg-wins-senate-
committee-vote-as-biden-transportation-secretary-idUSKBN29W1ZQ?il=0 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/research-innovation/public-transportation-covid-19-research-demonstration-grant-program-selected
https://www.transit.dot.gov/research-innovation/public-transportation-covid-19-research-demonstration-grant-program-selected
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/01/24/coronavirus-effect-mass-transit-461658
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/01/24/coronavirus-effect-mass-transit-461658
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/01/24/coronavirus-effect-mass-transit-461658
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/transformative-infrastructure-plan-emerges-bidens-agenda
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/transformative-infrastructure-plan-emerges-bidens-agenda
https://www.route-fifty.com/infrastructure/2021/01/mayors-press-buttigieg-direct-funding-cities/171593/
https://www.route-fifty.com/infrastructure/2021/01/mayors-press-buttigieg-direct-funding-cities/171593/
https://www.route-fifty.com/infrastructure/2021/01/mayors-press-buttigieg-direct-funding-cities/171593/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/24/politics/biden-travel-mask-requirement-enforcement/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/24/politics/biden-travel-mask-requirement-enforcement/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/24/politics/biden-travel-mask-requirement-enforcement/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-biden-transportation/pete-buttigieg-wins-senate-committee-vote-as-biden-transportation-secretary-idUSKBN29W1ZQ?il=0
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Coronavirus Relief Package 
The U.S. House of Representatives this week advanced large portions of a $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief 
package using budget reconciliation instructions, an arcane process that allows the majority—in this 
case Democrats—to fast-track legislation with a simple majority vote. Democrats are widely expected to 
advance this third round of COVID relief quickly, with or without Republican support. The wide-
ranging package includes a new infusion of state and local aid, another round of transit emergency relief, 
and additional housing assistance. Those provisions are summarized below.   
 
State and Local Assistance 
The House COVID relief proposal includes $350 billion in state and local aid, of which California’s 
share is an estimated $41 billion ($26 billion in state aid and $15 billion for local governments). As 
shown in the chart below, Bay Area cities and counties would receive an estimated $3.1 billion in local 
assistance, which would be distributed based on population to counties and to cities and towns via a 
modified Community Development Block Grant formula. Of note, the House proposal would address 
the concerns raised by smaller local governments following the 2020 CARES Act – every local 
government, regardless of size, would receive local assistance via formula; and fund eligibility would be 
very broad, including uses to replace revenue lost, delayed or decreased as a result of the pandemic.  
 
Individual Bay Area city and county aid estimates are listed in Attachment A.  
 

Bay Area Local Assistance 
Estimated Aid from 2021 House Coronavirus Relief Package  

($ in millions) 
Counties  $           1,513 
Cities over 50,000 in Population  $           1,353 
Cities and Towns Under 50,000 in Population  $   283 - $341 
Total (Low Estimate)  $            3,149 

Source: MTC analysis of House Oversight and Reform Committee allocation estimates 
 
Transit Emergency Relief  
Another influx of transit relief — $30 billion — is included in the House proposal, which would bring 
the federal transit COVID relief total to $69 billion, nearly 15 percent more than the entire transit budget 
from the 5-year FAST Act. This indicates just how devastating the pandemic has been to transit 
operators’ budgets and the importance Congress is placing on preserving transit service through the rest 
of the pandemic and into the economic recovery. We estimate that the proposal would provide the Bay 
Area with approximately $1.7 billion in formula funding, a portion of which is expected to flow to every 
urbanized area in the region. In addition, the package would provide an estimated hundreds of millions 
of dollars for Caltrain Electrification, BART Transbay Core Capacity and BART Silicon Valley Phase 2, 
and would include the opportunity to apply for $2.2 billion in other emergency relief funds. 
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Formula Funds 
We estimate that each Bay Area urbanized area would each receive funds under the large formula pot, 
which comprises $26 billion of the total amount. As a reminder, the last coronavirus relief bill capped 
COVID relief funding to urbanized areas at the equivalent of 75 percent of their 2018 operating 
expenses, which limited the Bay Area’s qualifying urbanized areas to San Francisco-Oakland, San Jose 
and Santa Rosa. This bill would raise that cap from 75 percent of 2018 operating costs to 132 percent, 
which would be a substantial boost for most of the region’s urbanized areas. Even urbanized areas that 
already exceed the cap (Vacaville, Gilroy-Morgan Hill and Livermore), would receive a boost equal to 
25 percent of 2018 operating costs.    
 

Bay Area Transit Emergency Relief 
Estimated Aid from 2021 House 

Coronavirus Relief Package 
($ in millions) 

Urbanized Area   New Funds  
San Francisco-Oakland, CA $1,250 
San Jose, CA $259 
Concord, CA $96 
Santa Rosa, CA $28 
Antioch, CA $26 
Vallejo, CA $7 
Napa, CA $4 
Fairfield, CA $3 
Petaluma, CA $2 
Vacaville, CA $0.8 
Gilroy-Morgan Hill, CA $0.7 
Livermore, CA $0.5 
Total* $1,677 

*Totals may not add due to rounding  
 
Housing and Homelessness 
With regard to housing, the coronavirus aid package includes $40 billion in relief for renters, people 
who are experiencing homelessness, and homeowners. These funds would be distributed as follows: 

• $25 billion to provide emergency rental and utility assistance. The vast majority of this funding 
($19 billion) would be allocated by the Department of Treasury to states and local governments 
to help stabilize renters during the pandemic and to help rental property owners of all sizes 
continue covering their costs.  

• $5 billion in homelessness assistance to be distributed to state and local governments through the 
HOME program formula. 

• $10 billion in homeowner assistance funding for states, territories and tribes to provide direct 
assistance with mortgage payments, property taxes and insurance, utilities and other housing-
related costs.  
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