
Joint MTC Legislation Committee and ABAG Legislation 

Committee

Meeting Agenda

Bay Area Metro Center

375 Beale Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Board Room - 1st Floor9:40 AMFriday, November 3, 2017

This meeting is scheduled to be webcast live on the Metropolitan Transportation Commission's 

Website: http://mtc.ca.gov/whats-happening/meetings and will take place at 9:40 a.m. or immediately 

following the 9:35 a.m. Operations Committee meeting.

1.  Roll Call / Confirm Quorum

Quorum: A quorum of this committee shall be a majority of its regular voting members 

(4).

2.  ABAG Compensation Announcement - Clerk of the Board

3.  ABAG Administrative Committee Consent Calendar

Approval of ABAG Legislation Committee Summary Minutes of 

September 21, 2017 Meeting

17-29943a.

ABAG Legislation Committee ApprovalAction:

Enter presenters name herePresenter:

3a_ABAG Legislation Minutes 20170921 Draft.pdfAttachments:

4.  MTC Legislation Committee Consent Calendar

Approval of MTC Legislation Committee Minutes of October 13, 2017 

Meeting

17-29144a.

MTC Legislation Committee ApprovalAction:

4a_LEG Minutes_oct 2017.pdfAttachments:



November 3, 2017Joint MTC Legislation Committee and ABAG 

Legislation Committee

5.  Information

2018 Draft MTC/ABAG Joint Advocacy Program

Initial ideas for state and federal legislative priorities for 2018.

17-29155a.

InformationAction:

Randy RentschlerPresenter:

5a_2018 Draft MTC&ABAG Joint Advocacy Program.pdfAttachments:

6.  Federal Legislation

Tom Bulger’s Report

Report from Washington D.C. advocate.

17-29186a.

InformationAction:

Randy RentschlerPresenter:

6a_Tom Bulger's DC Report_Oct 2017.pdfAttachments:

7.  Public Comment / Other Business

8.  Adjournment / Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Legislation Committee will be, December 8, 2017, 9:40 a.m. 

the Bay Area Metro Center, 375 Beale Street, San Francisco, CA.



November 3, 2017Joint MTC Legislation Committee and ABAG 

Legislation Committee

Accessibility and Title VI: MTC provides services/accommodations upon request to persons with 

disabilities and individuals who are limited-English proficient who wish to address Commission matters. 

For accommodations or translations assistance, please call 415.778.6757 or 415.778.6769 for 

TDD/TTY. We require three working days' notice to accommodate your request.

Public Comment: The public is encouraged to comment on agenda items at Committee meetings 

by completing a request-to-speak card (available from staff) and passing it to the Committee secretary.  
Public comment may be limited by any of the procedures set forth in Section 3.09 of MTC's Procedures 
Manual (Resolution No. 1058, Revised) if, in the chair's judgment, it is necessary to maintain the orderly 
flow of business.

Meeting Conduct: If this meeting is willfully interrupted or disrupted by one or more persons 

rendering orderly conduct of the meeting unfeasible, the Chair may order the removal of individuals who 
are willfully disrupting the meeting.  Such individuals may be arrested.  If order cannot be restored by 
such removal, the members of the Committee may direct that the meeting room be cleared (except for 
representatives of the press or other news media not participating in the disturbance), and the session 
may continue.

Record of Meeting: Committee meetings are recorded.  Copies of recordings are available at a 

nominal charge, or recordings may be listened to at MTC offices by appointment. Audiocasts are 
maintained on MTC's Web site (mtc.ca.gov) for public review for at least one year.

Attachments are sent to Committee members, key staff and others as appropriate. Copies will be 
available at the meeting.

All items on the agenda are subject to action and/or change by the Committee. Actions recommended 
by staff are subject to change by the Committee.

Acceso y el Titulo VI: La MTC puede proveer asistencia/facilitar la comunicación a las personas 

discapacitadas y los individuos con conocimiento limitado del inglés quienes quieran dirigirse a la 
Comisión. Para solicitar asistencia, por favor llame al número 415.778.6757 o al 415.778.6769 para 
TDD/TTY. Requerimos que solicite asistencia con tres días hábiles de anticipación para poderle 
proveer asistencia.
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SUMMARY MINUTES (DRAFT) 

ABAG Legislation and Governmental Organization Committee Meeting 

Thursday, September 21, 2017 

Bay Area Metro Center  

375 Beale Street, Board Room San Francisco, California 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / CONFIRM QUORUM 

ABAG Legislation and Governmental Organization Committee Chair Scott Haggerty, Supervisor, County of 

Alameda, called the meeting to order at about 4:00 p.m. 

A quorum of the Committee was present at about 4:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present 

Chair, Supervisor Scott Haggerty, Supervisor, County of Alameda—Chair 

David Cortese, Supervisor, County of Santa Clara—Ex officio 

Dave Hudson, Vice Mayor, City of San Ramon 

Karen Mitchoff, Supervisor, County of Contra Costa 

Julie Pierce, ABAG President and Councilmember, City of Clayton—Ex officio 

David Rabbitt, ABAG Vice President and Supervisor, County of Sonoma—Ex officio 

Greg Scharff, Mayor, City of Palo Alto 

 

Members Absent 

None. 

 

Staff Present 

Steve Heminger, MTC Executive Director 

Alix Bockelman, MTC Deputy Executive Director, Policy 

Andrew Fremier, MTC Deputy Executive Director, Operations 

Cynthia Segal, MTC Legal Counsel 

Rebecca Long, MTC Government Relations Manager 

Georgia Gann Dohrmann, MTC Government Relations Associate Manager 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment. 

 

3. COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no committee announcements. 

ABAG President Julie Pierce, Councilmember, City of Clayton, recommended that the name of the ABAG 

Legislation and Governmental Organization Committee be changed to ABAG Legislation Committee. She 

will report the recommendation to the Executive Board and request their consent on the change. 
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Summary Minutes (Draft) 

ABAG Legislation and Governmental Organization Committee Meeting 

Thursday, September 21, 2017 

Page 2 

  
4. APPROVAL OF ABAG LEGISLATION AND GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 

COMMITTEE SUMMARY MINUTES OF MEETING ON JULY 20, 2017 

Chair Haggerty recognized a motion by Karen Mitchoff, Supervisor, County of Contra Costa, which was 

seconded by Julie Pierce, Councilmember, City of Clayton, to approve the ABAG Legislation and 

Governmental Organization Committee summary minutes of the meeting on July 20, 2017. 

There was no discussion. 

There was no public comment. 

The aye votes were: Haggerty, Cortese, Hudson, Mitchoff, Pierce, and Scharff (6). 

The nay votes were: None. 

The abstentions were: None. 

Absent were: Rabbitt (1) 

The motion passed. 

 

5. REPORT ON LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 

Rebecca Long, Government Relations Manager, gave an update on bills of interest to both the Metropolitan 

Transportation Commission and ABAG. She reported on the status of the cap and trade legislation. 

Members discussed SB 5 (De Leon), California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 

Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018; and AB 71 (Chiu), Income taxes: credits: low-income housing: 

farmworker housing. 

Chair Haggerty recognized a motion by Karen Mitchoff, Supervisor, County of Contra Costa, which was 

seconded by Dave Hudson, Vice Mayor, City of San Ramon, to approve the staff report on legislative 

history. 

There was no discussion. 

There was no public comment. 

The aye votes were: Haggerty, Cortese, Hudson, Mitchoff, Pierce, Rabbitt, Scharff (7). 

The nay votes were: None. 

The abstentions were: None. 

Absent were: None. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

6. REPORT ON HOUSING LEGISLATION 

Georgia Gann Dohrmann, Associate Manager, Government Relations, gave a report on significant housing 

bills passed by the Legislature in 2017, including SB 2 (Atkins), SB 3 (Beall), SB 35 (Wiener), SB 540 

(Roth), and AB 73 (Chiu). 

Members discussed SB 3 (Beall), Veterans and Affordable Housing Bond Act of 2018; and SB 35 (Wiener), 

Planning and zoning: affordable housing: streamlined approval process. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Haggerty adjourned the meeting of the Legislation and Governmental Organization Committee at 

about 4:56 p.m. 

The next regular meeting of the ABAG Legislation and Governmental Organization Committee is on 

November 16, 2017. 

 

Submitted: 

 

/s/ Fred Castro, Clerk of the Board 

Date Submitted: October 25, 2017 Date Approved: 

For information, contact Fred Castro, Clerk of the Board, at (415) 820 7913 or fcastro@bayareametro.gov . 

 
J:\COMMITTE\Legislation\Meeting Packets\Legis2017\11_Legis_Nov 2017\3a_ABAG Legislation Minutes 20170921 Draft_v3.docx 
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Bay Area Metro Center

375 Beale Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission

Meeting Minutes - Draft

Legislation Committee

Committee Members: 

Alicia C. Aguirre, Chair    Sam Liccardo, Vice Chair

Damon Connolly, Dave Cortese, Anne W. Halsted,

Julie Pierce, James P. Spering

Non-Voting Members: Tom Azumbrado, Dorene M. Giacopini

9:35 AM Board Room - 1st FloorFriday, October 13, 2017

1. Roll Call / Confirm Quorum

Chair Aguirre, Commissioner Halsted, Commissioner Pierce, Commissioner 

Spering, Commissioner Connolly, and Commissioner Cortese

Present: 6 - 

Vice Chair LiccardoAbsent: 1 - 

Non-Voting Member Present: Commissioner Azumbrado

Non-Voting Member Absent: Commissioner Giacopini

Ex Officio Voting Member Present: Commission Vice Chair Haggerty

Ad Hoc Non-Voting Members Present: Commissioner Josefowitz and Commissioner Worth

2. Consent Calendar

Approval of the Consent Calendar

Upon the motion by Commissioner Pierce and second by Commissioner 

Connolly, the Consent Calendar was unanimously approved by the following 

vote:

Aye: Chair Aguirre, Commissioner Halsted, Commissioner Pierce, Commissioner 

Spering, Commissioner Connolly and Commissioner Cortese

6 - 

Absent: Vice Chair Liccardo1 - 

2a. 17-2850 Minutes of September 8, 2017 Meeting

Action: Committee Approval

2b. 17-2852 Policy Advisory Council Appointments - MTC Resolution No. 3931, 

Revised 

Appointments to Policy Advisory Council.

Action: Commission Approval

Presenter: Ellen Griffin

Page 1 Printed on 10/13/2017
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October 13, 2017Legislation Committee Meeting Minutes - Draft

3. State Legislation

3a. 17-2854 2017 Legislative Scorecard

Summary of outcomes on MTC priority bills and MTC 2017 Advocacy 

Program.

Action: Information

Presenter: Rebecca Long

4. Federal Legislation

4a. 17-2855 Tom Bulger’s Report

Report from MTC’s advocate in Washington D.C.

Action: Information

Presenter: Rebecca Long

5. Public Comment / Other Business

Aleta Dupree was called to speak.

6. Adjournment / Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Legislation Committee will be November 3, 2017, 9:40 a.m. 

the Bay Area Metro Center, 375 Beale Street, San Francisco, CA.

Page 2 Printed on 10/13/2017
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TO: Joint MTC Legislation Committee and 

ABAG Legislation Committee 
DATE: October 27, 2017 

FR: Deputy Executive Director, Policy W.I. 1131 

RE: 2018 Draft MTC/ABAG Joint Advocacy Program 

At the direction of the MTC and ABAG Legislation Committees’ leadership, staff has developed the 
region’s first joint advocacy program for the two agencies. Given that 2017 was such a banner year 
for transportation funding and affordable housing legislation, there’s a good chance the Legislature 
and Administration may turn their attention to other matters in 2018. Nonetheless, with respect to 
housing, many of the legislators who authored bills that were enacted as part of the housing package 
indicated their intent to carry further legislation next year. In preparation for this, the draft program 
includes a number of housing policy items relevant to the addressing the region’s housing shortage.  
 
In addition to carrying forward longstanding goals from prior advocacy programs of the respective 
agencies, this draft seeks to help advance the underlying goals and action plan of Plan Bay Area 
2040. The advocacy program serves as a public statement of the agencies’ core legislative goals for 
the upcoming year, as well as a work plan to guide advocacy efforts in Sacramento and Washington, 
D.C. As bills are introduced, staff will return to the respective agencies’ legislation committees to 
seek approval on specific bill positions that will subsequently be presented for approval to the 
Commission and Executive Board. 

 
As part of our consultation and advisory process, staff will consult with various stakeholders over the 
next month. To date, staff has informally sought input for the 2018 Advocacy Program from the 
Housing Subcommittee of the ABAG Regional Planning Committee (RPC) and the MTC Policy 
Advisory Council. We also hosted a meeting of MTC’s Partnership Legislative Committee to discuss 
MTC’s ideas and hear about what staff from other transportation agencies, local jurisdictions and 
advocacy organizations are planning for next year. Staff also plans to formally present this document 
to the RPC and Policy Advisory Council over the next month. Based on discussion at your meeting 
and additional feedback received, staff will prepare a final 2018 Advocacy Program for your 
consideration at another joint meeting in December or January, depending on schedule availability, 
prior to final approval by the Commission and Executive Board. 
 
We look forward to hearing your feedback and developing a more comprehensive Bay Area 
regional advocacy agenda for 2018.  
 
 ________________________________ 
 Alix A. Bockelman 
Attachment:  

• Attachment A: 2018 Draft Advocacy Program 
 
AAB:rl 
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MTC/ABAG Draft 2018  
Joint Advocacy Program    

STATE 

Issue Goal   Strategy     

1. Transportation 
Funding 

A. Defend Senate Bill 1 (Beall)  Oppose any statewide ballot measure that proposes to repeal the new fuel taxes and 
registration fees enacted by Senate Bill 1 (Beall, 2017). Collaborate with local, 
regional, and statewide organizations to highlight the benefits SB 1 is providing to 
improve the condition of local streets and roads and the state highway system, 
support public transit systems and implement bicycle and pedestrian improvement 
projects across the region.  

 B.  Secure passage of Regional 
Measure 3 

Assuming placement of Regional Measure 3 on the ballot in 2018, staff will 
develop public information materials to help inform the public about the benefits of 
the proposed toll increase and how the expenditure plan will improve mobility 
within the Bay Area’s seven state-owned bridge corridors.  

 C. Cap and Trade Funding In collaboration with other statewide organizations, defend the existing 
transportation and housing programs funded by cap and trade and seek 
opportunities to direct additional cap and trade funds towards these purposes. 
Support administrative and/or legislative efforts to streamline funding applications 
and simplify program administration.  

 D.  Definition of Disadvantaged 
Communities 

Monitor legislation related to the definition of disadvantaged communities (DACs) 
as it relates to a local jurisdiction being able to qualify for certain cap and trade 
funding and other relevant funding programs. Seek opportunities to broaden the 
definition so that it includes all socio-economically disadvantaged communities. 
Monitor and engage in any administrative efforts related to updating the 
CalEnviroScreen, the state’s current DAC screening tool developed by the Office 
of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA).  

 

 

Attachment A 
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Issue   Goal Strategy     

2. Housing Supply/ 
Affordability 

A. CASA implementation  Consistent with Plan Bay Area 2040’s (Plan) Action Plan, work with Bay Area 
regional partners to evaluate, and where appropriate, help implement CASA’s 
state legislative recommendations to advance the Plan’s housing performance 
targets. CASA recommendations are expected to address increasing housing 
supply, improving housing affordability, and strengthening preservation and anti-
displacement measures.  

 B. Housing funding  Support and pursue efforts to augment state funding for housing and related 
infrastructure, including resources to help local jurisdictions plan for new housing.  
Collaborate with local, regional and state partners to highlight the potential 
benefits of the $4 billion housing bond authorized by SB 3 (Beall, 2017). Monitor 
and engage in legislative or administrative efforts related to allocating state 
housing resources to maximize funding to Bay Area communities.  

 C. Incentivize production  Pursue opportunities to reward local jurisdictions that produce new housing and 
preserve the existing affordable housing stock with additional state funds. 
Incentives could include augmented resources for parks, infrastructure, schools or 
other investments that support complete, sustainable communities in growing 
jurisdictions.  

 D. Reform state housing law    Engage in efforts anticipated to be led by Senator Wiener regarding ways to 
update the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) process. Potential areas 
for legislative action include changing the types of units that the State Housing & 
Community Development Department deems eligible to be counted as part of its 
RHNA review and modifying the methodology by which the state develops its 
overall estimate of total housing units for each region so that it incorporates 
economic factors that fuel demand for housing, as well as demographic data.  
 

 E. Lower housing construction 
costs and facilitate greater 
housing production  

Partner with Bay Area and statewide affordable housing organizations, the Bay 
Area Council, Silicon Valley Leadership Group, and other interested parties to 
pursue opportunities to lower the cost of housing construction and facilitate 
increased production of market-rate and affordable housing units. 
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Issue   Goal Strategy     

 F. North Bay Wildfires Work with local partners to advocate for state funding, resources, and other 
emergency relief measures to aid and support rebuilding and recovery efforts 
following the devastating 2017 North Bay wildfires. 
 

3. Climate Change 
& Energy   

A. Accelerate the transition to 
a low carbon future 

Support legislation to accelerate the transition to a low carbon future through 
changes to the vehicle fleet as well as incentives for low carbon buildings.  

 B.  Improve energy and water 
efficiency  

Support legislation designed to enhance the energy and water efficiency of 
buildings, including commercial, multifamily and single-family homes.  Also 
support proposals to boost the use of renewable energy and electrification of 
energy. 

4. Resilience A.  Protect existing and future 
housing stock from natural 
hazards, such as 
earthquake and fire 

Support efforts to expand the retrofit of existing residential housing, with a focus 
on multifamily developments, while also strengthening standards for new 
construction beyond “life safety” to “shelter in place” so that new housing can 
better withstand a major earthquake. Focus on opportunities to retrofit affordable 
housing through preservation projects funded from newly-augmented state 
housing revenues. Engage in efforts at a state and regional/local level to pursue 
additional funding to support the retrofit of existing properties. 
 

 B.  Relieve congestion and 
mitigate the effects of sea 
level rise on S.R. 37 

In partnership with the State Route 37 Policy Committee and its representative 
agencies, support legislation and other efforts to address sea level rise, reduce 
congestion and improve safety on State Route 37.  

5. HOV Lanes Improve HOV lane 
performance 

Pursue legislation to improve the performance of high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) 
lanes by ensuring greater compliance with passenger occupancy requirements.  
Explore various options, including but not limited to securing additional state 
funding for dedicated HOV-lane enforcement units, whether staffed by California 
Highway Patrol or local law enforcement; a citizen reporting line, similar to 
the HERO program established over 30 years ago in the State of Washington; and 
pilot programs to test the benefits of technology-based enforcement.  Ensure MTC 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/HOV/HeroFAQ.htm
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and other regional transportation agencies have a decision-making role in the 
selection of HOV segments to prioritize for additional enforcement efforts to 
ensure cost-effectiveness. Explore and pursue other creative options to improve 
compliance and performance of the lanes.  

6. Bus Service  Authorize “bus-on-shoulder”  Support efforts to authorize buses to use the highway shoulder, known as “bus-on-
shoulder” during periods of heavy traffic. This is currently allowed in 13 
metropolitan areas in the U.S. (including Seattle, San Diego, Miami, Minneapolis/ 
St. Paul, Atlanta, and the Washington, D.C. area) to help speed up bus service in 
highly-congested corridors.  Require collaboration with the California Highway 
Patrol in the development of guidelines to determine which roadways qualify for 
the access to ensure public safety.   

7.  Active 
Transportation 

Improve roadway safety for 
all users    

In partnership with the City and County of San Francisco, San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency, the City of San Jose and others, continue to support 
legislation to help achieve Vision Zero — aimed at eliminating all traffic-related 
serious injuries and fatalities.  Support proposals to increase enforcement of traffic 
laws protecting pedestrians and bicyclists, including proposals to authorize 
automated speed enforcement on a pilot program basis, such as provided for in AB 
342 (Chiu, 2017).  
 

8. Shared Mobility Support policies that enable 
technological innovations to 
improve mobility, while 
protecting the public’s 
interest  

Monitor legislation and regulations related to shared mobility, such as 
transportation network companies and real-time carpooling, to ensure that mobility 
benefits are maximized, and access to critical data for transportation and land-use 
planning and operational purposes is assured.  

9. Connected and 
Autonomous 
Vehicles  

Monitor and engage in 
legislation and regulations to 
facilitate deployment of 
connected vehicles and 
autonomous vehicles 

In partnership with Bay Area cities and counties, transit agencies, the business 
community, and other transportation organizations, engage in regulatory and 
legislative efforts related to connected and autonomous vehicles with the goal of 
accelerating their safety, mobility, environmental, equity and economic benefits. 
Similar to the “shared mobility” strategy, support access to critical data for 
transportation and land use planning and operational purposes.   
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10 Project 
Delivery  

A. Speed up the design and 
construction of 
transportation projects 

Support legislation to expedite transportation project delivery by increasing 
contracting and financing options, including increased flexibility in the Caltrans 
design review process and broad authority for the use of design-build and public-
private partnerships by Caltrans and regional transportation agencies.  Support 
opportunities to establish requirements that would provide greater certainty and 
oversight of Caltrans reimbursement expenses for locally-sponsored projects on 
the state highway system.  

 B. Update CEQA to curb its 
abuse by project opponents 
and speed up the 
environmental review 
process 

Monitor legislation related to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
to seek opportunities to expedite transportation and multifamily housing projects 
and avoid litigation and delay for key regional priorities, such as projects to 
expand public transit and build affordable housing.  
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FEDERAL 

Issue Goal Strategy   

1. Transportation and 
Housing Funding 

A.  Defend fiscal year 
2018 and 2019 
appropriations  

Partner with local, regional and statewide transportation agencies as well as 
national stakeholders to ensure that Congress appropriates funding in fiscal year 
2018 and fiscal year 2019 consistent with amounts authorized in the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. Likewise, work to defend federal 
affordable housing funds and programs, such as Section 8 housing vouchers, the 
HOME Investment Partnership Program and the Community Development Block 
Grant Program. 

 B.  Advocate for 
Capital Investment 
Grant funding for 
Resolution 3434/ 
Plan Bay Area 2040 
Projects 

Work with regional, state and national partners to advocate for both funding and 
implementation of the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) Program as authorized by 
the FAST Act. Support federal appropriations consistent with the full funding grant 
agreements approved for the San Francisco Third Street Light Rail/Central Subway 
project, BART to Berryessa extension and Caltrain Peninsula Corridor 
Electrification project. Seek to advance through the CIG process the Bay Area’s 
next generation of transit expansion projects, namely: San Francisco Transbay 
Transit Center (Phase 2)/Downtown Extension (DTX), BART to Silicon Valley: 
Phase 2, and the Transbay Corridor Core Capacity project. Support transit operator 
requests for Small Starts funding for projects consistent with Plan Bay Area 2040.  

 C. Protect federal 
transportation and 
housing 
investments in the 
Bay Area 

Oppose efforts to withhold federal transportation or housing funds from 
jurisdictions not in compliance with federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
law, or from “sanctuary” jurisdictions. Withholding these funds would be extremely 
harmful to Bay Area residents and businesses, as well as the state’s ability to 
achieve its air quality and climate change goals. 

 D. Disaster recovery With local and state partners to advocate for emergency relief appropriations and 
federal agency resources to support rebuilding and recovery efforts following the 
devastating 2017 North Bay wildfires.  
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Issue Goal Strategy   

2. Infrastructure 
Initiative 

Increase federal 
transportation and 
housing investment 
in metropolitan 
regions under any 
new infrastructure 
funding initiative 

Urge Congress and the Administration to make transportation and housing 
infrastructure in the nation’s metropolitan regions a national funding priority. Work 
with partners across the country to support an investment package with funding and 
financing tools that work for metropolitan regions, including Build America Bonds. 
Support new revenues for major transit, congestion relief and goods movement 
projects, a new metro-mobility formula program and increased funding for existing 
authorized programs, including the Surface Transportation Block Grant and 
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement programs. In conjunction, 
support growing federal resources for affordable housing, including the Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit program. 

3. Tax Reform  Support housing 
affordability  

Support state and national partners’ efforts to protect and strengthen federal tax 
tools that help make housing affordable for households across the income spectrum, 
including the Low Income Housing Tax Credit program.   

 Protect and expand 
transportation 
fringe benefits  

Work with regional and national partners to defend the commuter benefit under any 
tax reform proposal. In addition, advocate for expanding pre-tax transportation 
fringe benefit eligibility to include shared mobility options, such as bike-share and 
shared ride carpool services. This change would support the now-permanent Bay 
Area Commuter Benefits program by expanding federal tax incentives to carpool 
and bike to work, in addition to taking transit and vanpooling.  

 Marketplace 
Fairness Act  

Support any renewed efforts to advance in tax reform the Marketplace Fairness Act 
(MFA), which seeks to apply state and local sales tax rates to e-commerce 
transactions. The MFA has the prospect of increasing infrastructure funding in the 
Bay Area as a result of increased revenue from local sales taxes that fund 
transportation and housing, the Transportation Development Act (TDA) funds — a 
key source of transit operating funding — and AB 1107, the permanent ½ cent sales 
tax for BART (applicable in Alameda, San Francisco and Contra Costa counties).  
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Issue Goal Strategy   

4. Climate Change and 
Resiliency 

Strengthen federal 
partnership to 
support resiliency 
and climate change 
preparedness 

Support regional agency partners in efforts to protect existing federal resources that 
support the Bay Area’s efforts to plan for and combat climate change. Monitor 
legislative proposals related to climate change adaptation and mitigation. Engage 
on efforts that could support the region in improving resiliency, responding to new 
or worsening environmental hazards and meeting the Plan Bay Area 2040 climate 
goal. 

5. Connected Vehicles 
and Autonomous 
Vehicles  

Monitor and engage 
in legislation and 
regulations to 
facilitate deployment 
of connected 
vehicles and 
autonomous vehicles  

In partnership with Bay Area cities and counties, the business community, state and 
national transportation organizations, engage in regulatory and legislative efforts 
with the goal of accelerating safety, mobility, environmental, equity and economic 
benefits.  Support strong federal vehicle safety standards while also preserving the 
ability of state and local agencies to continue to set policies governing the operation 
of vehicles on highways and local roads, regardless of whether they are driven 
autonomously or manually.  
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October 2017 Monthly Washington, D.C. Report 

 

 

To: Steve Heminger, Executive Director  

From: Tom Bulger, President GRI 

Date: October 27, 2017 

RE: Monthly Report for October 2017 

 

 Budget Narrowly Approved 

 Autonomous Vehicle (AV) Legislation 

 White House signals support for a Gasoline/Diesel Tax Increase 

 House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Highway and Transit hearing 

 Coming and Going 

 Meetings 
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Budget Narrowly Approved 

On October 26th, the House voted 216 to 212 to pass the Senate’s version of the 2018 

Budget blueprint. This clears the way for Congress to pass a tax bill without Democratic support 

– the measure includes special procedural directives that will allow the Senate to pass a tax 

reform bill with a simple majority vote, rather than a 60-member threshold. The Budget also 

provides leeway for a tax plan to add up to $1.5 trillion to the deficit over 10 years. The Senate 

passed their budget blueprint on October 19th on a 51 to 49 vote with a proviso that the House 

could take up the Senate Budget without appointing a House-Senate conference committee. 

During the Senate’s Budget debate, we worked with Senator Kamala Harris (D-Calif.) on an 

amendment to bolster the transit Capital Improvement Grant program, the funding source for 

New Starts transit projects. The only other amendment her office has introduced was related to 

funding for the Northern California wildfires. The Senate Democratic Leadership ultimately 

decided to prioritize only amendments directly related to tax reform, so neither of these 

amendments received a vote.  

  

Autonomous Vehicle (AV) Legislation 

Throughout October, we have worked with MTC staff and national partners to develop an 

amendment to the Senate’s American Vision for Safer Transportation through Advancement of 

Revolutionary Technologies Act. The bill would establish a national framework for autonomous 

vehicle regulation and reaffirm federal authority over motor vehicle safety standards in order to 

facilitate testing and deployment on public roads across the United States. However, there is a 

concern that a section of the current bill language could expose reasonable state and local 

regulations, statutes, or policies related to traffic safety or congestion management to legal 

challenges. We are close to an agreement that would support final legislation that reaffirms the 

federal role in regulating vehicle safety while ensuring state and local governments continue to 

exercise traditional authority over the operation of vehicles on public roadways.  

 

White House Signals Support for a Gasoline/Diesel Tax Increase 

During the week of October 23, 2017, President Trump’s Chief Economic Advisor, Gary 

Cohn told House Members that the Administration would be open to increasing the federal 

gasoline/diesel tax. Earlier in October, the Trump Administration signaled that Public Private 

Partnerships would not support the President’s $1 trillion infrastructure campaign promise. 
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House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee hearing on Highways and 

Transit 

On October 11th, I attended a House T&I Committee hearing on Highway and Transit 

infrastructure needs. Transit, highways, labor unions, manufactures, and the construction 

industry gave testimony. The bulk of the hearing centered on the need for additional federal 

funding and certainty. 

 

Coming and Going 

 Former Congresswoman Thelma Drake (R-Va.) is rumored to be the next Federal Transit 

Administration Administrator. 

 Former Director of the Iowa Department of Transportation, Paul Trombino has been 

picked to be the next Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Administrator. 

 Shailen Bhatt has been named the new President and CEO of the Intelligent 

Transportation Society of America. He most recently served as the Executive Director of 

the Colorado Department of Transportation and was an Associate Administrator at 

FHWA under the Obama Administration.  

 Geoff Anderson will be stepping down from his position as President and CEO of Smart 

Growth America in January 2018. 

 

Meetings 

 Meetings at the US Conference of Mayors on AV legislation and state and local tax 

deductibility. 
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