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September 23, 2021

TO:  Members of the ABAG Administrative Committee

RE:  September 24, 2021   Special Meeting to hear appeals to RHNA
allocations/assignments/allotments 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen:

 

I participated in the public meetings of the Methodology Committee that were
held in the early months of 2020.  I noted at that time that the presence of
natural hazards was given significant weight as a factor to be included in the
determination of RHNA allocations for each individual jurisdiction.  This
concept was overwhelmingly accepted without objection by participants in the
Methodology process. 

It was very disheartening to learn subsequently that a member, or members, of
the Administrative Committee made the unilateral and unwarranted decision
to completely ignore the recommendations, not only of the stakeholders
assigned to the Committee, but also to the contributions of the members of
the Public who volunteered a considerable amount of time and attention to the
proceedings of the Methodology Committee.

As administrators entrusted to serve the interest of the public, I believe you
should either honor the work that was done by the participants in the
Methodology process or stop inviting the Public to participate in processes
that, based on your current actions, appear to be nothing more than an act of
disingenuous posturing intended to make it appear that the Public is being



heard.

I apologize for finding it necessary to share this criticism publicly, but it appears
that the Public is not aware of how politically manipulated and motivated the
ABAG has become.  Someone has to point out when the emperor isn’t wearing
any clothes.

 

Jay Garfinkle
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