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Staff Liaison Report – July 2024

Executive Director's Report:

The following items are excerpts from the June 2024 Executive Director's Report to the 

Commission. To read past reports in their entirety, check the agenda for a given Commission 

meeting. Search for past meetings on MTCs Legistar webpage

(https://mtc.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx)

Updates

First Meeting of Transportation Revenue Measure Select Committee, June 24

• Chaired by Commissioner Spering, the Transportation Revenue Measure Select 

Committee established by Chair Pedroza at the Commission’s special meeting earlier 

this month held its first meeting Monday morning as the members work to build 

regional consensus for state legislation that would authorize Bay Area voters to 

consider a 2026 revenue measure to preserve and enhance public transit in the region. 

The Select Committee is expected to meet monthly through October, with Former 

TransForm executive director Stuart Cohen serving as the facilitator. Committee 

members include Commissioners from across the region, Chair Pedroza, 

Commissioner Spering, and representatives from business, labor, transit advocacy and 

equity organizations.  

MTC Garners Recognition at WTS Awards Gala

• The WTS San Francisco Bay Area Chapter named Commissioner Dina El-Tawansy 

its Woman of the Year at the June 20th, 2024, Annual Scholarships & Awards Gala. 

In addition, former MTC staff Carol Kuester was honored with WTS Lifetime 

Achievement Award, and the San Mateo U.S. 101 Express Lanes project won the 

WTS Award for Innovative Transportation Solutions. 

Be Safe Together: IBTTA’s Global Road Safety Week, June 24-28

• MTC is proud to support the International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association’s 

(IBTTA) global road safety campaign and Global Road Safety Week from June 24-

28, 2024. The “Be Safe Together” campaign highlights the tolling industry’s 

commitment to ensuring that our roads are safe for everyone. To demonstrate our 

https://mtc.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://www.ibtta.org/besafetogether
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support, I appeared in a video developed for the event by MTC that also featured the 

Bay Area Freeway Service Patrol.

MTC Hosts State’s Transit Transformation Task Force, June 17

• MTC hosted the June 17th meeting of the state Transit Transformation Task Force, 

which is charged with developing policy recommendations to grow transit ridership, 

improve the transit experience for riders and address long-term operational funding 

needs throughout California. Chief Deputy Executive Director Alix Bockelman is a 

member of the Task Force, along with 24 other representatives of state government, 

local agencies, academic institutions and advocacy organizations.  

SMART Pathway Groundbreaking, June 14

• I was joined by Commissioners Fleming and Rabbitt in Santa Rosa on June 14 for a 

groundbreaking of the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) multiuse path. The 

extension of the SMART Pathway will connect Rohnert Park and Santa Rosa. The 

new construction, along with a second segment currently being built between 

Penngrove and Petaluma, will add 5.7 miles of pathway for pedestrians and cyclists.  

VTA Breaks Ground on BART Silicon Valley Phase II Extension, June 14

• Commissioners Chavez and Mahan were speakers (and shovel-wielders) at the 

groundbreaking ceremony for the BART Silicon Valley Phase II Extension, held at 

the site where the tunnel boring machine (TBM) will be launched to begin carving a 

five-mile tunnel from Santa Clara and through downtown San Jose. Members of the 

audience included Vice Chair Josefowitz and Chief Deputy Executive Director Alix 

Bockelman. The project will integrate Santa Clara County with the greater Bay Area 

BART system, enhancing regional connectivity and providing numerous economic, 

environmental and social benefits.    

BART-Caltrain San Bruno Derailment Exercise, June 14

• On June 14th, there was a tabletop exercise at the San Mateo Regional Operations 

Center (ROC) in Redwood City. Participants included BART, Caltrain, San Bruno 

Fire Department, SamTrans, San Mateo County Office of Emergency Services, and a 

handful of other agencies. The event focused on multi-agency response to a train 
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derailment in the area on the Peninsula where BART and Caltrain have parallel 

tracks. MTC provided pre-exercise design and development technical support.

Regional Transportation Tabletop Exercise, June 5

• MTC held the annual regional transportation exercise on June 5th at the Metro 

Center, with 34 different agencies attending the event including Caltrans, BART, 

VTA, SFMTA, and others. This discussion-based exercise provided participants the 

opportunity to talk through their agency’s roles and responses to an emergency 

scenario in an informal, low stress setting. This is the second exercise of a three-part 

series, which will culminate in a functional exercise in early 2025. The scenario for 

this exercise series was centered around the recovery from widespread, low-to-

medium-severity terrorism attacks on transportation infrastructure, facilities, and 

vehicles. 

State Resource Agency Approves Plan for North Bay Habitat and Species Conservation

• The California Department of Fish and Wildlife in May approved the North Bay 

Baylands Regional Conservation Investment Strategy produced by MTC, Caltrans, 

the San Francisco Estuary Partnership, the Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

and other organizations with support from scientists and members of the public. The 

new strategy outlines a comprehensive plan for protecting sensitive tidal marsh, 

freshwater marsh and upland areas that provide critical wildlife habitat across 

portions of Marin, Sonoma, Napa and Solano counties.

Looking Ahead

Bay Area Summer Academy Kicks off July 8

• Over 200 high school students will be participating in the Norman Mineta Bay Area 

Summer Academy paid internship program hosted by ABAG, MTC, BCDC and the 

Air District. The program kicks off on July 8, 2024, and over the course of the 

subsequent four weeks, students will learn how regional agencies deal with issues like 

environmental justice, housing and transportation equity, community health, and 

social justice. The program ends on Wednesday, July 31 when students will make 

their capstone presentations. MTC leadership and staff are encouraged to attend the 

https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/BAYLANDS-CONSERVATION-STRATEGY-COMPLETE_UPDATED-ADA-508-Final.pdf
https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/BAYLANDS-CONSERVATION-STRATEGY-COMPLETE_UPDATED-ADA-508-Final.pdf
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catered event taking place at UC College of the Law San Francisco; please RSVP 

with Ky-Nam Miller: kmiller@bayareametro.gov

Ann Fitzgerald Flemer College Mentorship Program

• MTC’s internship program for college students was recently renamed the Ann 

Fitzgerald Flemer College Mentorship Program in honor of the late former Deputy 

Executive Director Ann Flemer. We have 12 college mentees for the 2024 summer 

session. The program runs from June 10th, 2024, through August 2, 2024. The 

mentees will be in nine different sections and 12 programmatic areas throughout the 

agency. They come to us from 10 different colleges and universities within the Bay 

Area region. 

News Headlines from The Bay Link Blog (https://blog.bayareametro.gov/): (as of July 10, 

2024)

· VTA's BART Silicon Valley Phase II project breaks ground

(https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/vtas-bart-silicon-valley-phase-ii-project-breaks-

ground): The largest single public infrastructure project ever constructed in Santa Clara 

County, the Valley Transportation Authority's BART Silicon Valley Phase II, broke 

ground Friday. The work will extend BART service 6 miles from the Berryessa Transit 

Center into downtown San José, ending in the City of Santa Clara. VTA built the first 

phase of the extension from Fremont to North San Jose’s Berryessa neighborhood, which 

opened in June 2020.

· State Transit Task Force talks reliability, fare coordination and safety at meeting

(https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/state-transit-task-force-talks-reliability-fare-

coordination-and-safety-meeting): The state’s Transit Transformation Task Force(link is 

external, opens in a new window) (https://calsta.ca.gov/subject-areas/sb125-transit-

program) met Monday in San Francisco, discussing ways to improve ridership on buses, 

ferries and trains across California.

· Pittsburg gateway sign highlights finish of Clean California project

(https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/pittsburg-gateway-sign-highlights-finish-clean-

california-project): Caltrans and the city of Pittsburg announced the completion of the 

mailto:kmiller@bayareametro.gov
https://blog.bayareametro.gov/?page=1
https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/vtas-bart-silicon-valley-phase-ii-project-breaks-ground
https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/state-transit-task-force-talks-reliability-fare-coordination-and-safety-meeting
https://calsta.ca.gov/subject-areas/sb125-transit-program
https://calsta.ca.gov/subject-areas/sb125-transit-program
https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/pittsburg-gateway-sign-highlights-finish-clean-california-project
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Clean California(link is external, opens in a new window) (https://cleanca.com/) 

“Reviving the Heart of Pittsburg Pride” project designed to rejuvenate the historic 

downtown district.

· Select Committee eyes consensus on Bay Area transportation priorities

(https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/select-committee-eyes-consensus-bay-area-

transportation-priorities): The Metropolitan Transportation Commission has named 18 

people to serve on a select committee established last week by MTC Chair and Napa 

County Supervisor Alfredo Pedroza at a special meeting of the Commission.

· SMART breaks ground on Rohnert Park to Santa Rosa pathway

(https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/smart-breaks-ground-rohnert-park-santa-rosa-

pathway): Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) broke ground on a bicycle and 

pedestrian pathway connecting Rohnert Park and Santa Rosa as the rail system works 

toward connecting more communities.

· Report: Bay Area home to luxury renters (https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/report-

bay-area-home-luxury-renters): While the Bay Area battles to create affordable housing, 

there is another segment of the market lapping up luxury rentals.

· SMART launches new shuttle connecting the Larkspur station and ferry terminal

(https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/smart-launches-new-shuttle-connecting-larkspur-

station-and-ferry-terminal): MTC Commissioner and Sonoma County Supervisor David 

Rabbitt along with other dignitaries helped launch a new Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 

Transit (SMART) shuttle connecting the Larkspur Station and Ferry Terminal.

https://cleanca.com/
https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/select-committee-eyes-consensus-bay-area-transportation-priorities
https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/smart-breaks-ground-rohnert-park-santa-rosa-pathway
https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/report-bay-area-home-luxury-renters
https://blog.bayareametro.gov/posts/smart-launches-new-shuttle-connecting-larkspur-station-and-ferry-terminal
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Have a Question? Ask a Librarian

If you need assistance locating information or are having difficulty navigating the MTC-ABAG 

websites, please feel free to contact the MTC-ABAG head librarian. Reference assistance is 

available by telephone (415-778-5236), or email library@bayareametro.gov Information can also 

be found on the MTC-ABAG library webpage (https://mtc.ca.gov/tools-resources/mtc-abag-

library).

For MTC and Plan Bay Area Glossaries:

• Glossary of Transportation Planning Acronyms & Terms (https://mtc.ca.gov/tools-

resources/mtcabag-library/glossary-transportation-planning-acronyms-terms) 

• Plan Bay Area Glossary (https://www.planbayarea.org/about/glossary) 

mailto:library@bayareametro.gov
https://mtc.ca.gov/tools-resources/mtc-abag-library
https://mtc.ca.gov/tools-resources/mtcabag-library/glossary-transportation-planning-acronyms-terms
https://www.planbayarea.org/about/glossary
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