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Subject:  Adoption of Resolution No. 09-19 Approval of Plan Bay Area 2050 
Vision and Guiding Principles 

 Overview of the Plan Bay Area 2050 process and seek approval 
of the Vision and Guiding Principles previously developed in 
consultation with the public, stakeholders, and elected officials 
through Horizon.  

Background: MTC and ABAG are beginning development of Plan Bay Area 
2050 this month, which will serve as the region’s next-generation 
long-range plan. Plan Bay Area 2050 will tackle four topic areas – 
transportation, housing, the economy, and the environment – 
while integrating key themes of equity and resilience. Under 
federal and state planning regulations, Plan Bay Area 2050 must 
be adopted by summer 2021, while at the same time meeting key 
requirements related to climate change, housing, and fiscal 
constraint, among others. 

 Staff plans on building upon the robust scenario planning, policy 
analysis, and project evaluation efforts from the predecessor 
Horizon initiative. Horizon has explored a suite of strategies to 
better prepare the Bay Area for an uncertain future. Key 
deliverables, including the Futures Final Report and Project 
Performance Assessment results, are slated for release this fall in 
time to inform the creation of the Plan Bay Area 2050 Blueprint. 
Refer to Attachment C for more details on the integration of these 
planning processes. 

 While the Plan will integrate a broader range of topic areas than in 
the past, it is important to underscore that the development and 
implementation of Plan Bay Area 2050 will require strengthening 
partnerships across the Bay Area. The first step of the Plan Bay 
Area 2050 process will be the development of the Blueprint, which 
has previously been referred to as the “preferred scenario”. The 
Blueprint will detail strategies (e.g., public policies and 
investments) that could be considered by local, regional, and state 
agencies to address the significant challenges the Bay Area faces, 
both today and in the future. Staff will enhance and expand 
engagement with local jurisdictions and key stakeholders as we 
advance into this phase of the planning process.  

 To kick off the Blueprint phase, it is important to first solidify the 
vision and goals for Plan Bay Area 2050. A considerable months-
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long effort was undertaken as part of Horizon to identify a set of 
Guiding Principles for the San Francisco Bay Area. This included 
robust public engagement, integrating more than 10,000 unique 
comments, as well as refinements by working groups and 
committees; however, staff did not seek committee approval at the 
time. Given the efficacy of the Guiding Principles to date – which 
lay out an aspirational vision to make the Bay Area more 
affordable, connected, diverse, healthy and vibrant – staff 
recommends their continued use in Plan Bay Area 2050 and is 
seeking joint Committee approval at this time.  

 By adopting the proposed Vision and Guiding Principles for use in 
Plan Bay Area 2050, MTC and ABAG will affirm its commitment to 
the priorities outlined by members of the public and refined by our 
partners, while also connecting Horizon and Plan Bay Area 2050 
with a shared vision. Refer to Attachment A for more information 
on the proposed Vision and Guiding Principles, including their 
development and their use in planning processes to-date. 

Issues: None 

Next Steps: Staff recommends that the Executive Board approve Resolution 
No. 09-19 which adopts the Vision and Guiding Principles for Plan 
Bay Area 2050. Staff will return to the Committees this fall to begin 
crafting the Draft Blueprint for Plan Bay Area 2050, as shown in 
Attachment B (Key Milestones). 

Recommended Action: The Executive Board is requested to adopt Resolution No. 09-19 
approval of the Vision and Guiding Principles for Plan Bay Area 
2050. 

Attachments:  A: Plan Bay Area 2050 Vision and Guiding Principles: Summary of 
Development Process & Use in Horizon Initiative 

 B: Horizon and Plan Bay Area 2050: Key Milestones 

 C: ABAG Resolution No. 09-19 

 

Reviewed: ______________________________ 
Therese W. McMillan 

 


